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Blooming
marvellous!
See latest entries
in our garden
competition
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YMCA celebrates
120 years in
Carters Green
see page 8

Small Sites project
makes a difference
see page 12

Marathon success
for local resident
see page 15

Issue 36
Front cover: Joan Payton's garden in
Turner Street is really blooming. She's
one of the entrants in the Greets Green
is Blooming Marvellous competition
which is attracting many green
fingered residents.

Dear Resident

Magazine Contact Details:

Many other residents are celebrating too thanks to the Small Sites project which has funded
a range of environmental improvements, asked for by local people – see centre pages. The
YMCA is also celebrating as it's reached its 120th anniversary. Lots of local people joined in
the recent party – see page 8. Here's to the next 120 years!

Greets Green Partnership, Ground Floor,
Court House, 335-337 High Street,
West Bromwich B70 8LU
Freephone 0800 953 0215
Tel (Main Reception): 0121 533 3188
Brian McKinstrie,
Communications & PR Manager,
T: 0121 532 6835
E: brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk
Issue 37, covering August/September 2008,
will be published in August 2008.

The Greets Green magazine is distributed
to every household in the New Deal for
Communities area, and to other NDCs
nationally. If you live in the Greets Green NDC
area and do not receive a copy then please
call us on freephone 0800 953 0215.

There are lots of reasons to celebrate in Greets Green at the moment. Dave Heeley
(or Blind Dave) will be familiar to everyone by now. What a fantastic achievement, running
seven marathons in seven days in seven continents and raising thousands of pounds for
charity. Don't miss our feature on page 15 on Dave and his running partner Malcolm Carr.

In addition, Greets Green Youth Forum celebrated its first birthday in May. See Young
Greets Green for details and find out how you could get involved.
And, of course, many residents have been cheering West Bromwich Albion’s triumphant
return to the Premier League. Greets Green Partnership, which works closely with the
club’s community programme, would like to take this opportunity to wish them the best
of luck next season.

BRIAN MCKINSTRIE
Communications & PR Manager, Greets Green Partnership
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Car Boot Sale, 9am-12 noon
at Lodge Primary School
Arts and Crafts marquee
Live entertainment
Fairground rides
Face painting
Football
Food
& much more!

Saturday 12th July at
Oak House Museum
12 noon-6pm
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for more information
contact Event Organiser
Navida Bukhari on
freephone

0800 953 0215

Meet your Reps...
In each issue we’ll be meeting a dif ferent Rep on
the Partnership Board. Here we find out more about
Madhu Patel, the Hindu Community Rep.
How long have you been on the Board?
I joined in April 2007.
How did you get involved?
I’ve been involved with the Hindu community for a number of
years and it seemed a natural progression to join the Board.
What are you proudest of during your time on
the Board?
Reena and Jayesh (former Hindu Reps who left the Board
when they moved out of the area) started the ball rolling
with the renovation work carried out at the hall of the Shree
Krishna Temple. I’ve carried on the very good work they

instigated. Also, bringing all
of the groups together under
one umbrella and ensuring the
needs of the community are
met has been very rewarding.
What do you enjoy about it?
I love to engage with people
from other cultures and different walks of life.
What do you think is the Board’s greatest achievement?
Having a positive impact on the residents of Greets Green.
What do you hope to still achieve?
Greets Green Partnership has laid the foundations now and
I must ensure that we continue to make a difference to all of
the communities within the Greets Green area.
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS

Moving on!
Sandwell Women’s Agency Network (SWAN) and Time 2 Trade both
started life as projects funded by Greets Green Partnership. They have
proved so successful that they’ve now attracted their own funding to
continue. Here we find out more about the two projects ….

SWAN CELEBRATES!
Sandwell Women’s Agency Network (SWAN) is
celebrating after receiving a Big Lottery grant of
£434,717 for a new three year project.
The grant - from the Big Lottery Fund’s
Reaching Communities pot – will also
secure the future of SWAN for the
foreseeable future.
SWAN has been funded by Greets Green
Partnership for the last five years, enabling
the organisation to become established
and gain charitable status. That funding
finished at the end of March this year,
and the grant from The Big Lottery Fund
will enable its work to continue.
The money will fund a new and innovative
service - SWAN Community Carelink –
4
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which will provide befriending and support
for vulnerable people in their own homes.
This will help them to maintain dignity and
independence, and improve their mental
health, wellbeing and quality of life.
The service was launched on 1st April and
is for anyone who is vulnerable, whether
because of disability, mental health issues
or domestic violence, for example, or
because they are elderly or housebound.
Volunteers will be the cornerstone of
the project. They are already being
recruited and will be trained to provide
the one-to-one support and befriending

service across Greets Green and Sandwell.
Their work may include chaperoning
people to the doctors, a solicitor, or the
Citizens Advice Bureau, or helping with
practical issues such as shopping.
Project Manager Elaine Knowles, said:
“This is an opportunity to fill a gap in
services for vulnerable people and
enhance the skills and employability
of volunteers.”
Volunteer recruitment days have been
held and the aim is to recruit and train
more than 50 volunteers over the three
year period.
Anybody who would like to
volunteer, or who knows someone
vulnerable who could benefit from
the new service, can call SWAN on
0121 553 7074.

PARTNERSHIP NEWS

TIME 2 TRADE LOOKS TO THE FUTURE
A project which enables people to
use their skills to help others, and
in turn benefit from help themselves,
is looking forward to continuing its
work into the future.
Time 2 Trade was funded jointly by
Greets Green Partnership and Sandwell
Primary Care Trust for three years until
March 2008. Following its success, the
project has now been mainstreamed
and is entirely funded by the PCT.
Residents say what skills they can offer
and each time they provide a service for
someone else in the community, they
gain a time credit. These time credits
can be banked and then ‘cashed in’ for
services they need themselves, or given
as gifts to others.
When someone asks for a service, Time
2 Trade can search the database to find
someone with the skills to help. People can
give as much or as little time as they want,
enabling those who do not wish to make
a large or regular commitment to still
participate in community volunteering.
Project Manager, Dan Grainger, says:
“People use the skills and attributes they’ve
got, and in turn can benefit from the skills
they might need help with.”

“People use the skills
and attributes they’ve
got, and in turn can
benefit from the skills they
might need help with.”

Time 2 Trade covers the whole of West
Bromwich, and within the Greets Green
area alone, has around 75-80 individuals
registered, plus approximately 18 different
public and community organisations.
There are regular socials such as breakfasts
and barbecues which enable everyone on
the database to meet up and get to know
each other.
To find out more, call Dan Grainger on
0121 553 3110.

Community centre gets face-lift
Wood Lane Community Centre is among the many local organisations now
registered on the Time 2 Trade database.

Babyta
helps out
Local mum Babyta Kaura became
involved with the Time 2 Trade
project after looking for work and
training through the Become project
in Greets Green.
She was put in touch with Time 2 Trade
to gain work experience, which enabled
her to complete an NVQ Level 2
qualification in administration. This in
turn helped her to get a part-time office
job with the Primary Care Trust’s Mental
Health Team, which fitted around her
two young children.
Babyta now continues to be a member
of Time 2 Trade, earning time credits
by offering her administrative skills at
meetings, and in turn using them to
attend Time 2 Trade social events or to
take her children on day trips. Last year
the family had a great trip to the seaside
at Rhyll.

Its entrance hall and a meeting room were decorated recently thanks to a team
from Probation Services made available through the scheme. The Centre has since
earned time credits to ‘pay’ for the work by providing a venue for events such as
the Time 2 Trade breakfast meetings.

She says: “I was looking for a job and
finding it hard because of having two
children. Gaining work experience with
Time 2 Trade boosted my confidence
and enabled me to get my NVQ.

Andrew Rainsford, Chief Executive of Greets Green Community Enterprises, which
runs the Centre, says: “This was a useful scheme - we hadn’t got the money for a
contractor at the time and the Probation Service team did a good job.”

“I think Time 2 Trade works really well
and I would recommend it to other
people.”
Greets Green Magazine June/July 2008
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS

UPDATE:

The race to find some of Gr eets Green’s
most attractive gardens is hotting up.

With the summer now in full swing, more
and more people are entering our special
‘Greets Green is Blooming Marvellous’
competition, which is aimed at recognising
all of your green-fingered efforts.
Later this summer we will host an event to
showcase all of your hard work - but it’s not
just gardens we’re looking for. If you have

an impressive allotment
patch, or beautiful hanging
baskets or anything else
which shows you take
pride in the appearance of
your home, then there’s
still plenty of time to get in touch.
Joan Payton and Bill Hughes, both Turner
Street residents, have created beautiful
gardens at their homes which are sure to
turn the heads of passers by.
Bill said: “I like to keep it tidy. I’m not a
keen gardener but I do like to look after it.
If the weather’s nice then I get out there
and pull up some weeds!”
Bill also has a greenhouse boasting several
types of plants including geraniums, while
fellow Turner Street resident Joan Payton’s
home has a neat front and rear garden,
with the former featuring a paved area and
flower displays.
All we need is for you to contact us with
the details of your great gardening work.
We will then take professional photographs
of it which will be featured in future editions
of this magazine. The special event to

St
St r Search
S c

Performers in Greets Green are lining
up to star in a talent show this
summer – and there’s still time for
you to get involved.

Mum Janet explained: “Karen doesn’t
sing as such, with her voice. She uses
British Sign Language to do the words
with sign to the music and puts her own
dance routines together.” Karen attended
Lyng Primary School in Greets Green
then went to special schools.
Greets Green Magazine June/July 2008

Partnership Events Co-ordinator Navida
Bukhari said: “We still want to hear from
you so we can celebrate your efforts, and
those of your friends and neighbours, in
making Greets Green a more attractive
place to live.
“And remember, you don’t need a
beautiful garden to join in with the fun.
We’re looking for everything from balcony
and greenhouse displays to attractive
boarders or even flowers outside your
house. Don’t hesitate to contact us.”
To take part in ‘Greets Green is
Blooming Marvellous’ send us your
details and if possible a photograph
of your garden. You can email
navida_bukhari@sandwell.gov.uk
or call her on freephone 0800 953 0215.

STARS LINE UP
Greets Green Partnership launched its
own Search for a Star competition earlier
this year, and entries have already started
coming in. One of them is Karen Cox, a
22 year old profoundly deaf sign dancer.
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showcase your gardening skills will take
place in September and everyone who
takes part will be invited to attend.

Janet explains: “She would like to get
a career in dancing but we don’t know
whether her talent is something which
could become a job. She can use sign
language very well and has passed her
Stage One and Stage Two British Sign
Language.”
Other performers in the Search for a
Star competition include an acting and
singing double act.
The date of the talent contest has
yet to be finalised, but entry forms
are available from event organiser,
Navida Bukhari on freephone
0800 953 0215.

Learning in Greets Green
‘Get into learning’ is the message from the Adult & Community
Learning project which is helping people in Gr eets Green to gain
qualifications and get back into work.

Did You Know?…

The project was set up in April 2005 to
provide funding and advice to Greets
Green residents who want to take part in
vocational or non-vocational courses.
Nikki Russell, who’s been the Community
Development and Marketing Officer for
Since the project began in 2005...
- 149 learners have gained Entry
Level qualifications
- 442 learners have gained
Level 1 qualifications
- 426 learners have gained
a Level 2 qualification
- 82 learners have achieved
Level 3 qualifications
- 8 learners have achieved
Level 4 qualifications

the project since last September,
explains: “Our aim is to get anyone aged
over 16 into learning. They may be
unemployed or currently working but
wanting to change direction.
“It’s all about giving people the
opportunity to learn. If you have a job,
you’re expected to pay for courses
which can be a barrier to learning.
We’re trying to reduce these barriers
by providing funding to help residents
go on courses at local colleges or
learning providers.”
The criteria for paying course fees has
recently changed and, from now on, the
Adult & Community Learning project can

only fund accredited courses. People
either receive funding to study at local
colleges or, if the project team sees a
need, they will organise courses
themselves. Recent courses have
included computer sessions run at
Lodge Primary School.
And there’s certainly a broad range of
courses to choose from. The project has
run courses ranging from Food Hygiene
Level 2 to Flower Arranging, First Aid,
Nail Art and Mehndi.
These are run in schools and community
centres where people who’ve been out
of education for years are less nervous
about going along.
Some courses help people into a
choice of jobs. Gaining a food hygiene
qualification, for example, isn’t just
useful for working in a café, shop or
food preparation environment.
“A lot of jobs working with children
ask for food hygiene,” says Nikki.
“It opens doors if you have that extra
bit of knowledge.”
The Adult & Community Learning
project works with many other local
organisations which help people,
including the BECOME project which
helps people back into work, and
the local college and other education
services.

Going it alone
Louise Parkes from Oak Road is now in the pr ocess of setting up her own
business since receiving part funding for two college courses thr ough the
Adult & Community Lear ning project.
She had been a carer for her mum for many years before working in finance, which
she found stressful and depressing. Louise, aged 56, said: "I'd wanted to start my
own business for a while and a couple of people had approached me to make
curtains. I found out about courses at Dudley College and applied for funding.”
Louise was successful in getting part funding for Level 2 City and Guilds courses
in Soft Furnishings and Curtain Making. The work is a mixture of practical
assessments and written work, and she has had positive feedback throughout.
She’s now going on to Level 3 in Soft Furnishings in September, and is also thinking
of doing an embroidery course in the future.

To find out how the pr oject can
help you, call Nikki Russell on
0121 525 6671.

New help in
the area
A new Adult Education and
Careers Advice Centre has been
opened at West Bromwich Fire
Station with help from the Adult
& Community Learning project.

Louise says: "It's been fantastic. In the past I’ve done courses because I had to,
rather than because I wanted to. This is something I enjoy which will hopefully give
me a living as well."

Working in partnership with
LearnDirect, the project is launching
free courses at the Fire Station in CV
writing, using email, using the internet,
beginners IT, Level 1 IT (CLAIT),
English and maths qualifications,
and food safety courses (level 2).

You can contact Louise at Louisa Parkes Bespoke on 0121 601 2939 or
mobile 07814 938084.

If you’d like to find out mor e, call
LearnDirect on 0121 569 8409.
Greets Green Magazine June/July 2008
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YMCA CELEBRATES
120 years in
Carters Green
Founded in 1888, the
YMCA in Carters Green
has provided 120 years’
service at the heart of
the community.
A huge fun day was staged on
Saturday 19th April to celebrate the
anniversary and local people of all
ages turned up to enjoy the party.
Officially opened by the Mayor of
Sandwell, Cllr Gurcharan Singh
Sidhu, the fun event included face
painting, a quiz trail, refreshments,
showcase basketball, guided tours,
story telling, badge making, games
and prizes.
There was a chance to try out the
YMCA’s re-launched café and its
latest innovations for encouraging
fitness – computerised dance mats
and a high-tech interactive sports
wall – which were funded with a
grant of £34,800 from Greets Green
Partnership. Both are expected to
prove popular with young people.
Stephen Bavington, Fundraising
and Marketing Manager for West
Bromwich and District YMCA,
said: “The young people in Greets
Green are the future of tomorrow’s
community and so it’s a massive
privilege to have received this
funding. Now we want to encourage
them to take part.”
8
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Did you know?

Healthy
options at
new look cafe
The YMCA has re-launched
its café with an improved
healthy menu - designed to
be delicious without piling
on the pounds!
The new look menu has been designed
by dietician Georgie Britton, who is based
at the YMCA in her role as community
food and café adviser. It provides stylish
options which are usually more likely to
be found in London, but at local prices.
Georgie says: “We’re offering something
different to what’s available in West
Bromwich generally, including a salad bar
with 20 different options. It’s exciting and
it’s good news for the community.
“I hope people will come and give our
new, remodelled café a try because the
prices are fantastic and it’s really good
healthy food.”
The menu provides healthy home cooking
and, in addition to the salad choices,
includes paninis, sandwiches and
baguettes, jacket potatoes, fresh soup
and smoothies, a hot daily special and
home made cake.

The café includes two light
boxes to help lift the mood of its
customers. Used in the treatment
of Seasonal Affective Disorder
(SAD), which makes people
feel low in the winter months
because of the lack of sunlight,
the light boxes are guaranteed to
help make you feel better, along
with the healthy food!
Even the cakes at the YMCA’s
café are made from healthy
recipes with low or no sugar and
they’re high in fibre, so you can
indulge without feeling guilty!
The new look café salad bar
offers a range of options from
£1.25 for a small salad of five
items up to £2.50 for a large
salad of 10 items.

Get dancing or take on the wall
Young people in Greets
Green are being invited
to try out the YMCA’s
new dance mats
designed to help
youngsters get fit while
having lots of fun at the
same time.
The 16 dance mats are
linked to a projector which
shows the patterns you
need to move your feet in.
They’re also linked to a
computer which gives
feedback on how well
you’re dancing! Dance sessions are held at the YMCA and the equipment is also
portable so it can be used in church halls, community centres and schools.
Stephen Bavington, YMCA Fundraising and Marketing Manager, says: “It’s a fun activity
and it’s what young people want and like doing. I can’t wait to see young people on
these dance mats having a really good time and telling their mates to come down!”
The YMCA’s new sports wall meanwhile is a concept that has come over from America.
The specialised kit comprises two large, sensitive boards bolted to the side of the
sports hall, with markings which you have to run to, hit or throw things at.

For anyone who feels healthy food and
salads are boring, Georgie has a simple
message: “Come and see what we’ve got
– you won’t know until you’ve tried it!”

Steve says: “There are
a couple of hundred
different games which
help to get you fit in a
fun and interactive way,
including running and
throwing activities.

Georgie also organises cook and
taste sessions and basic cooking
skills courses in the community and
in schools. If anyone would like to
find out more, call Georgie at the
YMCA on 0121 524 1950.

“It’s mainly aimed at
young people but can
also help older people
or people with disabilities
with their dexterity, so
it’s very versatile.”
Greets Green Magazine June/July
2008
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communitypage
If you would like your community group or organisation to be featured on this page, contact Communications & PR Manager,
Brian McKinstrie, at Greets Green Partnership on Freephone 0800 953 0215 or email brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk

ADULTS CAN GET SPORTY
AT GEORGE SALTER
Now summer’s here there’s no excuse
to hide away inside – and ther e are
plenty of opportunities to get fit with
lots of classes for adults at George
Salter Collegiate Academy.
The Academy’s fantastic facilities are not
just for youngsters – there are lots of
sporting activities aimed at adults too.
Russel Smith, George Salter's Community
Education and Sports Development
Manager, said: “We’re open 50 weeks
a year for the local community to attend
classes and make use of the facilities
we provide.
“Everyone is invited to come along and
get involved in a new sports activity this
summer and get fit while having fun and
making new friends.”

Why not try out…
G

A free aerobics class, held on
Mondays at 4.15-5.00pm, and
Tuesdays at 4.30-5.15pm.
For details call Jo Venross on
0121 553 4665.

G

Turn-up and play cricket sessions
on Saturdays from 10am-12 noon
which are open for everyone over
11 years old. Contact Rashmi
Patel on 0797 345 8590 if you
want more details.

G

Martial arts and Tae-Kwon-Do
sessions for adults on Mondays
from 8.00-9.00pm, following a
junior session. Call Errol Morgan
on 07956 115 145 for details.

G

There’s also a special Father’s Day
Event on 14th June, with football
and other activities for children and
parents from the area. For more
details contact Nikki Russell on
0121 525 6671.
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The Academy wants to build up the adult
female netball sessions it runs, and is also
hoping to set up a men’s 5-a-side football
league. If you have a group of friends, or
work group, which would like to get
involved in either sport, register your

interest with Lisa Rashid on 0790 556
7655 or 0121 525 9509.
To find out all the latest sports and
community activities at the Academy
visit www.georgesalter.com

PARTNERSHIP NEWS COMMUNITY SERVICES

Communities share Loving Cup
Different communities in Greets Green came together for a
special celebration based around the Loving Cup of England.
The cup visited George Salter Collegiate Academy on Friday 14th March and more
than 130 local people went along to join in a ceremony which dates back centuries.
Navida Bukhari, Events Co-ordinator at Greets Green Partnership said: “Some
people were unsure what the Loving Cup was about but really enjoyed the
celebration event and gave us lots of positive feedback. People were having their
pictures taken with the cup.”
The tradition of the Loving Cup dates back to the Middle Ages when it was filled
with spiced wine and passed clockwise around the table at banquets, weddings
and other feasts for everyone to drink from to symbolise trust and friendship. It
was revived in 2007, with a tour of 50 cities. At George Salter it was filled with
apple juice which was then tipped into glasses for people to drink.
Special guests included the Mayor of Sandwell, Cllr Gurcharan Singh Sidhu,
Greets Green marathon runner Dave Heeley and Malcolm Carr his sighted
guide, along with award-winning local Police Officer PC Lou Carter.
After the ceremony, guests enjoyed entertainment from Shockwave, a dance
group from the Centrepoint Christian Church, Dhol drummers,
bhangra dancers, and
singers, the Noor Sisters.

Greets Green Magazine February/March 2008
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SMALL SITES PROJECT

makes a big
difference
Greets Green is looking better
than ever thanks to a pr oject which
has tackled lots of small scale
environmental improvements
asked for by you, the residents.

Earth Removal
and Fencing,
Whitehall Road
allotments

Tidy-up in
John Street
Triangle

Bollards in
Irvan Avenue

April 2007 to March 2008 was the second year of the
Small Sites project, which is funded by Greets Green
Partnership. £100,000 has been spent on
15 schemes ranging from new fencing
and clearing weeds, to tidy-ups and
re-surfacing work. The work has made
a big difference to local people –
translating ideas into action to create
better neighbourhoods for the future.
Simon Ware, Community Services Worker for
Greets Green Partnership, said: “£100,000 doesn’t
sound a lot in the grand scheme of things, but it’s
enabled us to complete 15 projects which have all
made a difference to residents. It’s sorted out some
long standing issues and problems for people.”
In each case, an organisation or individual will now be
responsible for maintaining the improvements,
whether this is residents themselves, the Council,
environmental, transport or housing services.
All of the ideas came from local people and most were
raised via the Neighbourhood Forum meetings, which
give residents a chance to share their views with key
organisations such as Greets Green Partnership, the
Council, the Police, housing and health services.

Delta Pools
improvement,
Greets Green
Road

Environmental improvements in Hambletts Road

Simon said: “People have seen from the Small Sites
project that the Forum meetings provide an
opportunity to get things done. They enable residents
to meet the people who can help them in the future
and give residents confidence that things can be
sorted and improved.”
before
12
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after

before

after

before

Environmental improvements in Dudley Street

Fencing in
Hayes Street

after

Fencing in Mason Street
Fencing in
Cordley
Street
Re-surfacing
the
accessway
in Guns Lane

George Salter
Collegiate
Academy

Fencing in
Railway
Street

Greets Green
Partnership
Memorial
Gardens

Driveway
clearance in
Beechwood
Road

Nature
garden for
Lodge
Primary
School
Fencing in
Coyne Road

Re-surfacing the driveway in Cambridge Street

before

after
Greets Green Magazine June/July 2008
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SMALL SITES PROJECT makes a big difference

FORUMS
HAVE YOUR SAY
If you have any worries or questions
about local services, or would
simply like to know more about
what’s happening in your area, then
come along to a Neighbourhood
Forum meeting. The meetings give
local residents a chance to have
their say or find out mor e from local
service providers.
The next meetings are:
Tuesday 8th July
West Bromwich Town Hall - 6.30pm

NEW GARDEN FOR SCHOOL

Wednesday 3rd September
Ryders Green Day Centre - 6.00pm

Children at Lodge Primary School ar e
looking forward to having their very
own nature garden thanks to the
Small Sites project in Greets Green.

“Not only have we done the tidy-up
for residents, we’ve also created a
sustainable solution for the future which is
providing a benefit to the school as well.”

Simply turn up, or for more details
call the Community Services Team
at Greets Green Partnership on
freephone 0800 953 0215.

It follows calls from local residents to tidy
up a piece of overgrown land which had
been a magnet for rubbish and fly tipping.
Urban Heart, who owned the land,
cleared rubble and undergrowth, and the
Small Sites project then provided £5,938
to complete the work.

Stan Simms, who lives in Lodge Road
and is a neighbour and governor of
Lodge Primary School, as well as a
Community Rep on the Board of Greets
Green Partnership, had been talking
about the site for a number of years and
finally got action by raising the issue at
his local Neighbourhood Forum.

from nursery and reception age upwards
are looking forward to growing plants and
using the garden for activities such as
science projects.

Stan said: “We’ve always had problems
with that patch of land. For one reason
or another people used to dump all kinds
of things on there – at one time there
was even asbestos - and we’ve had rats
as well. The school is nearby and it’s
not healthy for the kids. Now, children

Head Teacher James Pearce said: “It’s
the only non-tarmac area we’ve got on
the school site which the children can
use, so it’s a real added bonus for the
school. We’ve got a greenhouse in
the playground and will be able to
use the garden for all sorts of things.”

Work has included removing earth and
lowering the school wall so children can
access the garden from the playground,
and installing new fencing, pathways
and a gate.
Greets Green Partnership’s Community
Services Worker, Simon Ware, said:

14
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“I’m really pleased something has finally
been done, and they’ve made it really
lovely.”

MARATHON SUCCESS!
Greets Green resident, Dave Heeley, is getting used to life as the focus of media
attention after achieving his ‘Magnificent 7’.
His amazing success of becoming the
first blind runner to run seven marathons
in seven days in seven continents has
attracted lots of newspaper coverage,
several appearances on Midlands Today
and Central News, and an open-top bus
tour of Sandwell with crowds cheering
him all the way!

were lining the streets. It makes you proud
to be from West Bromwich!”
Dave’s marathon feat raised even more
money for the Guide Dogs for the Blind
Association, a charity close to his heart.
Dave ran his first marathon in 2002 and
since then he’s raised between £150,000

Dave’s Magnificent 7 began on 7th April
and ended on 13th April. During this time
he successfully completed marathons in:
• Port Stanley, Falklands Islands
(Antarctica)
• Santiago, Chile (South America)
• Los Angeles, USA (North America)
• Sydney, Australia (Australasia)
• Dubai, United Arab Emirates (Asia)
• Tunisia (Africa)
• London, England (Europe)

Dave, aged 50, had his first guide dog 10
years ago and since then has competed in
numerous marathons and half marathons
to raise money for the charity. He hopes
his latest challenge will also raise awareness
of visual impairment around the world.

As his sighted guide, Malcolm Carr was with
Dave Heeley every step of the way thr ough his
seven marathons - and was out racing for
his running club within a week of the last one!
Dave showed his appreciation for all Malcolm does
for him, by nominating him for the Greets Green
Partnership's Community Hero award. The men were
both special guests at the visit of the Loving Cup
to Greets Green where Malcolm received his award.
Malcolm, aged 44, said: "I didn't know anything
about it until the event and I was gobsmacked!
It was fantastic - I was over the moon. I don't
expect things like this. I do it because Dave wants
to achieve his goals and, if it means I can help him
achieve them, I’m very happy to do it.”

Dave soon came down to earth and just
days later was back home in Oak Road,
Greets Green, doing the vacuuming. After
he returned, Dave was still busy giving
talks about his amazing success or, as he
puts it, ‘running around like a headless
chicken’.
Dave says the reception from people back
home was amazing, especially his opentop bus tour. “You’d have thought we’d
won the FA cup with all the people who

and £200,000 for them. Donations on the
JustGiving website alone reached £30,000
by the time he got home from his seven
marathons.

MALCOLM’S
ALSO A HERO!

Malcolm works for a large UK concrete and building
firm, and is also a part-time fitness instructor at the
YMCA. He said: “Dave and I met at the YMCA.
Dave’s guide was injured at the time and he was
there training and we got introduced. You can’t split
up such a great partnership now!”
Greets Green Magazine June/July 2008
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS HEALTH

COMMUNITY FUND RE-LAUNCHED
If you’re involved in providing community sports or are a group which encourages
physical activity among its members, grants ar e now available to help.
The Active Lifestyles Community Fund has
been re-launched in Greets Green for a
third year, making available grants of up
to £250 during 2008/09.
Any group can apply provided it promotes
physical activity in some way. Nathan
Moore, Active Lifestyles Co-ordinator, said:

“The money could be used to pay a coach
or an instructor or to hire rooms. Groups
could purchase equipment, or promote
their club or activity. It could be used to
support anything from ladies’ aerobics to
a local football team or an older person’s
club. The grants are for any sport or
activity for any age.” The latest grants

follow the £1,000 grants made available
by the Active Lifestyles Fund in its first
year, and the £500 grants it made available
last year. The £250 grants are available
throughout this year, and the deadline for
final applications is 1st February 2009.
If you would like to apply, call Nathan
for further details and an application
form on 07817 009062 or email:
nathan.moore@sandwell-pct.nhs.uk

New mini gym launched
The Yemeni Community Association
has launched its very own mini gym
with help from the Active Lifestyles
Fund.
The gym, which opened this Spring,
includes treadmills, bicycles, steppers
and weights, and aims to make healthier
lifestyles more accessible to its members.

a charitable trust who want to remain
anonymous. Extra pieces of equipment
such as hand weights have also been
purchased thanks to the Active Lifestyles
Fund, which provided a £1,000 grant in its
first year to boost activities for men and
then £500 in its second year for activities
for women. These include extend classes
for older ladies and circuit training for
young women.

It was funded through a £5,000 grant from
YCA Health Development Officer, Afra
Muflihi, who is part of Sandwell Primary
Care Trust’s community health network,
says: “It’s more of a culturally sensitive
gym which the community can access.
“The equipment is the same but this gym,
because it helps to overcome language
and cultural barriers, enables older people
and women in particular to use it. It’s
sensitive to their language needs and
we’ve got women only and men only
slots. It’s proving popular.”

‘Green gym’ grant boost
Swan Village Social Club is one of
the groups in Greets Green which
has already benefited from the
Active Lifestyles Fund.
The club secured a £500 grant for its
Gardening Club last year which went
towards a greenhouse, propagators,
pots and tools.
Roy Jackson from the club said:
“Everyone participates in growing produce
and whatever we grow, the group eats
or takes home. Some of it goes to our
16
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Breakfast Club or Bingo evening. It gives
members something to participate in
and a few members are really keen
and knowledgeable. It’s been really
good and a very welcome recreation
activity for us.”
Produce has included tomatoes, leeks,
beans, peas, beetroot, cabbage, radish,
strawberries and raspberries. Research
shows that gardening can be a great
way of keeping fit – it provides moderate
exercise in the fresh air and can help to
improve both physical and mental health.

She says none of the older members
would have accessed a mainstream gym
because of the language barriers. The
charges are minimal for YCA members
and about 50 use it on a regular basis.
For more details, call the YCA on
0121 525 3909.

NEWS FROM Greets Green Community Enterprises

Something for everyone
this summer...
COME TO DEVON

GET CRAFTY
& JOIN UP
Crafty people in the Greets Green
area are still being invited to get
involved in a craft network.
The current programme of craft fairs
has now finished but Allison Franks
says they’ve been very successful.

After the success of its sell-out Isle of Wight br eak earlier
this year, GGCE is now organising a holiday to W oolacombe,
North Devon from 20th – 24th October.
The price for the holiday is £185 which includes travel to and from Wood Lane
Community Centre by coach, one full day excursion, one half-day excursion,
bed, breakfast and evening meal at
a hotel and evening entertainment
Woodies Holiday Club
or salsa dancing.
The hotel has a lift, pool, gym and
sauna and every room is en-suite.
There is a reduction for children and
no single room supplement, but single
rooms are limited.
To book your place on the holiday ,
contact Wood Lane Community
Centre on 0121 525 2772.

will be running between
Monday 28th July and Friday
29th August at Wood Lane
Community Centre, for children
aged 3 to 11 years old.
See Young Greets Green
for details.

MEMBERS WELCOME
Why not become more involved with
how GGCE is run? Sign up now to
become a member!

GGCE is looking for as many local people
as possible to become members – you
just have to be a resident or work in the
Greets Green area.

run and share your ideas on the future
of the organisation. GGCE is a registered
charity and will be your voice in the
community once Greets Green
Partnership comes to an end.
To find out more, call Allison Franks
on 0121 525 2772.

“People are already asking when the
next fairs are going to be. We’re now
looking to develop more at Oak House,”
she explains.
“We’re still asking people involved in
the craft industry within Greets Green
to get in touch with us and sign up to
the network. We’ve had a lot of new
members. People are telling us that
they didn’t know there were other craft
workers out there and they felt isolated
before the network was set up.”
A series of craft workshops ar e
running on Thursdays from 2.00 –
5.00pm to explore 11 different forms
of craftwork. Spaces are limited, so
call Allison Franks on 0121 525 2772
for more details.

As a member you’ll be able to vote at
this year’s Annual General Meeting which
takes place on Saturday 14th June at
12.30pm, during our birthday event at
Wood Lane Community Centre.

START YOUR OWN BUSINESS

A full report of the year will be presented,
along with audited accounts, and board
members will be elected. You’ll have the
opportunity to comment on how GGCE is

GGCE Chief Executive, Andrew Rainsford, was so pleased with the support from
the local community and local professionals, that a repeat event is being planned.

GGCE held a successful ‘start your own business’ event in Mar ch, which
saw local people meeting representatives from banks, an accountant,
Black Country Chamber of Commerce and Business Link.

Look out for details coming soon.
Greets Green Magazine June/July 2008
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greetnews

If you have any news get in touch.
Call Barbryn on T: 01564 741847,
E: susan@barbryn.co.uk
or the Greets Green Partnership on T: 0800 953 0215,
E: brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk

TEAM NOW COMPLETE
The six-strong team of Young Advisors
for Greets Green is now complete.
Jasmin Khatun, aged 17, and Rohan
Bennett, aged 19, have joined the four
Young Advisors already recruited - Rohim
Mohammed and Hannah Pearsall, both
aged 15, Natasha Wooliscroft, aged 16,
and Meharpreet Singh, aged 20.
Their role is to help local organisations,
community leaders and decision makers
to engage with young people. Work will

FA CUP COMES
TO SCHOOL
Students at George Salter
Collegiate Academy took part in
the E-ON national FA Cup day
which saw football used as a tool
for learning Maths, English and
other subjects!
During the day, pupils studied football
and numbers, how anatomy and
physiology relates to footballers,
fundamental movements and skills,
and geography within football.
Pupil, Manoj Tamang, said: “Having
the FA Cup and football as a theme
for our BTEC work helps us keep on
track to get more qualifications and
experience in football.”
For more information about football
and other opportunities at George
Salter Collegiate Academy, visit the
community and sports link at
www.georgesalter.com

include getting young people involved in
consultation, helping to solve problems
experienced by their peers, and assisting
in the production of booklets and
documents to make them more accessible
to younger audiences.
Jasmin left George Salter Collegiate
Academy last year and hopes to go back
to college in September to undertake a
two year Media Studies course. She said:
“The Young Advisors project is about
communicating with older people and
giving them a perspective from a younger
age group. I’m looking forward to it.”
Rohan, also a former pupil of George Salter
Collegiate Academy, currently works at
ASDA part-time and says: “I’m doing
different things to gain as much experience
as possible. Becoming a Young Advisor is a
new challenge and I think a young person’s
point of view is important to have.”
The Greets Green team is the first in
Sandwell set up under the national Young
Advisors scheme.
Jobs & Skills Theme Leader at Greets
Green Partnership, Katherine Hewitt, said:
“The benefits are twofold. It’s useful for
organisations to buy in this kind of service,

Vulnerable people are benefiting from an innovative ‘Food Bank’ which can
provide vital supplies in times of crisis.
The Food Bank is run by members of
West Bromwich Community Church from
its base in Victoria Street, and provides
a store where food donated by the
community is banked, and can be drawn
on by people in need.

Food is collected at supermarkets,
churches and through local groups,
and people requiring help are referred
from registered agencies such as
Social Services, health visitors, church
pastoral workers and schools. Project
Co-ordinator, Keith Turner, said: “The
Greets Green Magazine June/July 2008

The Young Advisors are based at
Wood Lane Community Centre and
managed by GGCE. For details of
the range of work they can do or to
book them contact Allison Franks
on 0121 525 2772 or email
allison.franks@ggce.co.uk

FOOD BANK helps those in need

It helps individuals in crisis by providing
free emergency food for three days (10
balanced meals), until the appropriate
agencies are in a position to assist.
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and it’s useful for the young people involved
as it gives them a range of skills.”

people we help really appreciate it and the
different agencies we work with are very
positive about the Food Bank as well.”
Since its launch in December up to the
end of April, it has supported 47 adults
and 12 children, for a variety of reasons,
including delays in benefits, low income
and domestic abuse.
There are now plans to expand the
service and dedicated premises,
preferably rent free, are being sought
in the centre of West Bromwich.
If you can help or would like to
find out more, call Keith Turner
on 0121 580 0068 or email
keith@westbromchurch.org

Flip magazine for
‘young greets green’

Volunteering – your
questions answered...
How much time do I need to give?
Some volunteering requires many
hours a week, some only a few each
month. Even if you work full-time
and have a busy lifestyle you should
still be able to find something that
suits you.

period of time and also gives you the
opportunity to try things out. If things
don’t work out or your circumstances
change and you choose to move on
that’s not a problem, as long as you
talk it through with the person in
charge and give them some notice.

What skills will I need?
That depends on the opportunity.
Many don’t require any particular skills
but many will offer you training if you
don’t have the required skill.

Can I claim benefits while
volunteering?
Yes. The benefits regulations are
clear that you can volunteer.

How long will I have to
commit for?
Volunteering gives you the flexibility
to commit for a shorter or longer

Can I volunteer if I have a
disability?
Yes. There are disabled volunteers
in all kind of roles.

If you are serious about becoming a volunteer Gr eets Green
Partnership can help. To find out more and to have an
informal chat call Jackie Owen, Partnership Boar d
Representative Support Officer on freephone 0800 953 0215.

Greets Green’s
own Dallas
Cowboy
Greets Green Partnership’s Finance
Officer, Oli Langford, swapped
spreadsheets for sunshine earlier this
year when he was invited to r eferee at
an international football competition in
the United States.
27-year-old Oli referees Conference level
football matches and is an assistant referee
in the English Football League. He received
a huge boost earlier this year when he was
handpicked ahead of 60 refereeing colleagues to take part in the Dallas Cup in Texas.
Oli was selected to take part in the competition by the Professional Game Match
Officials (PGMO) which represents the Premier League, Football Association and
Football League. Each year, the PGMO sends a handful of officials to the annual Dallas
Cup, a competition which first started in 1979. As well as featuring youth teams of
top European football clubs such as Liverpool and Benfica, the Dallas Cup is also
contested by sides from around the world including Mexico, Australia and Canada.
“It was a fantastic experience,” Oli said. “The Dallas Cup is such a prestigious
tournament and I felt both honoured and proud to be asked by the PGMO to take
part.” Oli has recently been promoted and will now be refereeing games at Football
League Standard. And who knows, in a few years he could be rubbing shoulders
with Ronaldo and Rooney in the Premier League!

FUN FOR
LADS & DADS!
The Hat-Trick community football
project has launched ‘Lads and Dads’
evenings in partnership with Greets
Green Children’s Centre, which take
place on Tuesdays from 5.30pm6.30pm. The sessions at the Children’s
Centre include fun games and
educational activities. Dave Lawrence,
West Bromwich Albion UEFA Hat-Trick
Officer, says: “It gives a chance for two
generations to get involved in multi-skills
exercises in a friendly environment.”
For further information, call Dave
on 0871 271 9840, or email:
dave.lawrence@wbacp.co.uk
Following the success of the
International Women’s Day event, a
special Lads and Dads day is being
organised by the Adult & Community
Learning project on Saturday 14th June
- the day before Father’s Day. There’ll
be sports and arts events on offer for
men to take part in with their sons.
Call Nikki Russell on 0121 525 6671
to find out more.

Charity Match
Blind Dave’s next fundraiser is a
charity cricket match which is being
held at Walmley Cricket Club, Eldon
Drive, Walmley, Sutton Coldfield,
from noon on Sunday 15th June.
It features the Bunbury Select, a celebrity
cricket team run by David English,
former manager of the Bee Gees and
Eric Clapton. They will be playing Carla’s
All Stars, Dave’s team named after a
former guide dog.
The event is free to attend and will
feature sporting and showbiz celebrities,
along with raffles and a charity auction.
“They say that Blind Dave is going
to open the batting for both sides!”
said Dave.
To find out more information, call
Dave on 07947 347360.
Greets Green Magazine June/July 2008
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Get dancing at
George’s Dance
School classes
see page 20

Healthier meals
being served at
George Salter
see page 22

Have a go at our
prize competition,
open to all ages
see page 23

young greets green
Children of all
ages can dance
their socks off at
George’s Dance
School classes.

There are three dance
classes on Mondays for
different ages:

“Whether you’re four or 15 years old,
you will love our new ‘freestyle’ and
‘street dance’ classes on Monday
evenings at George Salter Collegiate
Academy,” said dance teacher Vicky
Cadwallader.

7.00 – 8.00pm: Under 16s,
priced £2.50 per session

5.15 – 6.00pm: Under 7s,
priced £1 per session
6.00 – 7.00pm: Under 12s,
priced £2.50 per session

“All the children who attend the classes
are really enjoying themselves and
many of them have already taken part
in the Collegiate Academy’s dance
show in March,” said Vicky. “I’m hoping
as the classes progress, we’ll be able
to put on our own show.”
Grown-ups who fancy getting fit and
having a good laugh should come
along to the ‘Fit and funky aerobics for
beginners’ class which also takes place
from 7.00 – 8.00pm on Mondays at
George Salter Collegiate Academy and
costs only £2.50 a session.
20
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For more
information,
call Vicky on
0121 553 4665
extension 283.

Students at George Salter Collegiate Academy ar e tucking into healthier
meals thanks to new Head Chef, Rob Sims.
Rob started at the school last autumn,
relishing a new challenge after being
self-employed in the food business for
28 years - and it's certainly paying off as
students have found mouth-watering new
tastes appearing on the lunchtime menu.
Rob has found healthier ways of cooking
traditional meals, such as cottage and
shepherd pies, by adding vegetables to
the recipes as well as mince, so youngsters
get the benefit without even realising it!
There are also healthier choices - like
peppers, red onions and mushrooms
as fillings for baked potatoes, or with
pancakes. Plus, there are roast meals
such as roast chicken with swede,
broccoli and new potatoes for just £1.65.
Rob says: "A lot of pupils aren't used
to sitting down to such a dinner. I’m
helping to get children interested in
something healthy.”
Pupils have been introduced to new
tastes such as Lynonnaise potatoes and
are really enjoying them. "We have fresh
parsley chopped up and sprinkled over
them and it helps to make it look a bit
nicer at the counter,” Rob explains.
Fish is now baked in the oven rather than
being deep fried and bottled water with
different flavours and no added sugar is
available. The school has even started
making its own pasta sauces so it can
control exactly what goes into them.
Pupils are also going to be learning from
the expert, with after-school cookery
classes starting for sixth formers. Rob has
already done some work with a group of

Indian pupils who wanted to make Indian
food for their course.
Now he wants to help students make
simple pies, such as cottage pies, so
when they leave school they will be able
to cook their own food rather than buying

ready made meals. Rob added: "It's
nice to see the kids trying something
different and it gives me a buzz."
To find out more, call George
Salter Collegiate Academy on
0121 553 4665.

young greets green

PUPILS GET A TASTE FOR LUNCH

JOIN WOODIES FOR
SUMMER FUN!
Woodies holiday club for children
aged 3 to 11 is taking place at
Wood Lane Community Centre
for five weeks of the Summer
holidays. The club starts on
Monday 28th July and runs until
29th August, excluding Bank
Holiday Monday.
It’s being run by GGCE after their
successful pilot scheme last year, and
is registered with OFSTED.
Allison Franks said: “Last Summer was
an opportunity for us to try things out
and find out what the children wanted
to do. We’ve developed the scheme
further this year.”
There’ll be lots of craft activities including
model and card making, some involving
craftspeople from the local area who’ve
been involved with a craft network Allison
has also set up. Trips out are also being
planned.

Allison added: “There’ll be a circus
workshop and salsa dancing classes
to get children active, plus the ‘endless
fruitbowl’ – a bowl children can dip into
whenever they are peckish.
“We’re also hoping to do the healthy
eating cookery sessions again. The
children really enjoyed making healthy
pizzas and blueberry muffins last year.”

Anyone interested in enrolling their children, aged three to 11, at the holiday
scheme should contact Allison Franks as soon as possible on 0121 525 2772.
The cost is £10 per child per day .
Young Greets Green Magazine June/July 2008
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CLIMBING TO NEW
HEIGHTS!
A weekend residential trip to the
outdoor pursuits activity Pioneer Centre
in Kidderminster gave Youth Forum
members a chance to try zip wiring and
climbing in between revising for exams!
Rohim said: “We all had a good time
and, for some, it was their first time
rock climbing and zip wiring. I even
overcame my fear of heights as I
jumped off a 30 ft pole - not something
I would normally do!”
The group also attended a residential at
the Frank Chapman Centre in Bewdley
last year for activities including assault
courses and orienteering and enjoyed
a trip to Alton Towers.

Greets Green Youth Forum
celebrated its first year of
working in Greets Green with
a surprise party at Wood Lane
Community Centre in May for
Youth Officer Ian Clews and
his team, who provide ongoing
support for the group.
Greets Green Youth Forum Chair, Rohim Mohammed, says: “The last 12
months have flown by and we've accomplished many things. We’re now
looking forward to the next year.”
The Youth Forum enables young people to make their voice heard and have
a greater say on local issues. Two of its members sit on the board of Greets
Green Partnership.
The Forum is now looking for new motivated young people to join its
activities. Plans for the coming year include an educational project working
with local young people and looking at racism and drugs awareness.
The aim by December is to have a Youth Forum which represents all the
different communities in Greets Green. There are already Bangladeshi,
Yemeni and Sikh youth reps. Pakistani and Hindu reps are also being sought.
Rohim urges young people to get in touch and make the most of the Youth
Forum: “We want young people to represent their backgrounds, community
neighbourhoods and young people in general.
“I think it’s a good opportunity – we get involved in lots of things and it’s
a way forward for young people. It opens a lot of doors for us all and
it’s also about creating links between different communities and
getting across what the young people of Greets Green want
to see in their area. Why not come along and meet us?”
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BRAZILIAN
SOCCER
COMES TO
GREETS
GREEN!

HOOKED ON FISHING

Youngsters in Greets Green
can learn some new tricks in
the style of Brazilian soccer
star Ronaldinho at a Saturday
club run by the Hat-Trick
community football project.

Local Greets Green resident and Caretaker at George Salter Collegiate Academy,
Sal Ullah has been passing on his passion for fishing to pupils at the school.
Six more trips are now planned for the
summer including some competitions. The
fishing club is hoping to get more pupils
involved so they can see how fishing can
be a great way to focus the mind and have
some fun. The club is open to any student
at the school and their family.

Sal has been fishing for the last six years
and finds it a great way to relax and
participate in sport after a major operation
seven years ago.
So far, 20 pupils have been on two fishing
trips led by Sal to Bridgnorth, Kinver and
Penkridge fishing pools. These are places
the pupils wouldn’t normally be able to
access due to their rural location.

The Samba Saturdays scheme
started after Whitsun at George
Salter Collegiate Academy and
sessions take place from 11.00am
to noon, and cost only £1.
The scheme includes learning
lots of new footballing skills,
Futsal and tournaments.

“Fishing is sometimes overlooked as a
sport, but some people don’t like football
or cricket and it’s a great alternative,” said
Sal. “It’s good to see the children focused
on fishing and catching fish.”

But with help from the Academy trust
fund, the Healthy Minds project and
George Salter Collegiate Academy, the
trips have been organised with transport,
equipment and training for all those who
take part.

Parents can drop off their kids
knowing they’re in a safe,
friendly environment, with fully
FA qualified coaches.

Sal will be taking his Level 2 Fishing
coaching qualification in the summer to
help progress the club.

Call Dave Lawrence on
0871 271 9840 to find out mor e.

Want to get involved? Call Sal at George Salter on 0121 553 4665.

K

J P

O S

T

C

O

D

E

Simply send your entry by 11th July 2008 to: Magazine
Competition, FREEPOST GREETS GREEN PARTNERSHIP
(no stamp required). The first three correct entries out of
the hat will each win a £10 voucher .
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It's better to be safe than sorry! Can you find the following
15 words which all help you to be safe and secure.
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to Rumana Rahman, Sue
Swann and Harjit Panesar
who each won a £10 voucher
from the April/May
competition.

BAR
CHAIN
PROTECT
POSTCODE
ALARM

S

I

L

Please fill in your details using BLOCK CAPITALS.
Name:
Address:

Tel No.

Age:

is
is co
m
al op p
l a en et
ge to itio
s
n

Congratulations

LOCK
DETECTION
CAMERA
LIGHT
GUARD

Th

competition

corner

Young Greets Green Magazine June/July 2008

23

