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welcome
to issue 33 of the Greets Green Magazine.

Another year is drawing to a close and what a year it’ s been with loads of fun
events and activities for all the family, and plenty of opportunities to lear n new
skills, meet new friends and make the most of your community .
The redevelopment work in Greets Green is now really gearing up. If you’ve
not had chance to head along to one of the Housing Information Sessions
to get the latest on the development plans in the Claypit Lane ar ea, make
sure you come to our Christmas Festival on Satur day 8th December in the
Memorial Gardens. See what’s been happening so far and the building work
that’s planned for the future.
It’s going to be a busy festive season as ther e are lots of events taking place
throughout December. Turn to page 10 and choose whether to take part in
the Christmas Tea Dance, carol singing, the Festive Family Fun Day or the
Winter Wonderland Event – or all of them!
We wish you all a very happy 2008.

Happy reading!
Produced on behalf of Greets Green Partnership
by Barbryn Ltd
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FAMILIES QUEUE UP
Local families were so keen to lear n new
skills at the Family Fun Day on Saturday
13th October that they were queuing up
outside before the start of the event!
The special Family Fun Day at Wood Lane Community Centre
marked the end of Family Learning Week, which ran from 6th –
13th October. Its aim was to encourage families to lear n together
while having plenty of fun in the process.
Children joined their parents in trying out new skills such as making their own
mug and coaster, learning new dance steps and having
a go at Aikido. They wer e also able to climb aboar d the
NetBus to learn how to surf the net safely and even enter
the sandwich making competition.
Once they’d drawn and coloured in their sandwich ideas,
Emma Price, Food Development Worker from Sandwell
Primary Care Trust helped them to make their sandwich
creations for real. A prize was given to the most cr eative
sandwich which used the healthiest ingr edients.
“The event seemed to really capture people’s imagination
and we were surprised at just how many families came

4
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to learn new skills

along to the event and stayed for the whole
four hours,” said Nikki Russell, Community
Development & Marketing Officer for the Greets
Green Adult & Community Lear ning project.
“We wanted to encourage as many local families as
possible to have a fun time trying out new activities
together and we certainly achieved that.”

i

To find out more about
this festive event, or
other activities run by the
Greets Green Adult &
Community Learning
project, call Nikki Russell
on 0121 525 6671.

Many people enjoyed the Fun Day so much that they
were asking when the next event would be, so the team
has decided to stage a Christmas event on Saturday
15th December at Wood Lane Community Centre from
10.00am to 12 noon, with a range of activities.
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Wellbeing Event draws the crowds
An invitation to come and r elax at the West Bromwich Mental Health and Wellbeing Event proved irresistible to more
than 200 people who tur ned up on the day to enjoy a whole variety of tr eats.
The event at West Bromwich Town Hall on 10th October
celebrated World Mental Health Day and of fered a range of
enticing opportunities. All ages tried out African drumming,
arts and crafts, food tasting and complementary therapies.

local Service Users Reference Group (SURG), a group of
people who use mental health services and get involved in how
they’re run. A big thank you goes out to all of the many local
organisations who made the event possible.

Diversity was the theme for the event, which saw all kinds of
community groups and people from all walks of life getting
together, to promote awareness of mental health
issues and how they can af fect everyone.

i

Workshops throughout the day included relaxation,
stress management, food and mood, baby
massage, creative writing and Tai Chi / yoga.
Plus, there were lots of information and advice
stands, a tombola, refreshments, and mood
boosting foods!
Julie Davies, Greets Green Healthy Minds
Co-ordinator, said: “It was a gr eat day. We had
lots of people coming through the doors and
the feedback was really positive. Everyone really
enjoyed it.”
The tombola and refreshments raised £141 for the

6
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To learn more about Healthy Minds and the activities you
can get involved with, call Julie Davies on 0121 553 7074.

Making a difference
Wood Lane
continues to
work for the
community
Greets Green Partnership has made
many positive changes in the ar ea
over the last seven years. Pr ojects it
originally funded to get them of f the
ground are now securing their own
funding for the future, which is what
the Partnership is all about.
One success story is Wood Lane
Community Centre, a familiar landmark
in Greets Green for many years, which
continues to offer a wide range of
activities for local people and is always
on the look-out for new ideas.
After being established by Hambletts
Community Association, the centre is
now run by Greets Green Community
Enterprises (GGCE) and includes a youth
club, summer holiday activities for children
and a second hand bookshop.
Salsa classes have now started on
Tuesdays from 8.00pm - 9.30pm, with
anyone welcome to come along and have
a go, and a holiday to the Isle of Wight
has also been organised for residents.
GGCE Chief Executive, Andrew Rainsford,
said: “It’s great to see Wood Lane

continuing to grow and expand into a r eal
Community Hub for local people. We’re
looking at developing dads’ and childr en’s
drop-in cooking sessions on weekends in
January. The tuck shop will be developed
to sell healthy snacks. We also have plans
in place for a Microsoft drop-in learning
centre to open next year.”
The developments have delighted
Neighbourhood Rep, Janet Sayce, who
can remember Wood Lane Community
Centre from her childhood, when it was
The Bush pub. She says it was a pub for
more than 60 years and, befor e that, the
area around was countryside.
“Horses and carts used to stop ther e for
the horses to be watered,” she explains.
“I’d love to know more about its early

history.” After The Bush, it became
Darbys, which had a chip shop to one
side. Then it was used to house asylum
seekers for a while, before being bought
with Greets Green Partnership funding and
run by Hambletts Community Association.
Janet adds: “The residents helped paint
it, decorate it and refurbish it and we
had quite a few groups coming into it.
Hambletts Community Association ran
it from day one and I was on the boar d.
It’s really good to see it still carrying on as
a community centre. Hopefully it will stay
that way for many years. It will carry on
as long as I have got br eath anyway!”

i

To find out more about activities at
Wood Lane Community Centre, call
0121 525 2772.

PARTNERSHIP NEWS

Sad farewell
Greets Green has lost two of its most
active residents with the passing
away of community stalwarts Bill
Mayne and Wyn Blundell.
Bill Mayne, who died aged 78 in July
after suffering heart problems, was
always a key figure in the community
and a regular at Neighbourhood Forums.
Originally from Swan Lane, he had lived
in Greets Green for 39 years.
He leaves his wife Brenda and their son
Matthew. Brenda said: “He liked to know
what was going on and he was always
there to help, and he liked to talk to

people. He would do anything to help
anyone if it was at all possible.”
Neighbourhood Rep Janet Sayce said:
“He went to the Forum meetings and was
very involved in the community. He was
always good for a chat. The whole fam ily
helped to build a gypsy caravan in 1982
for the carnival and we won that year. It
was typical of Bill – he’d always he lp out.”
Wyn Blundell was also very much
involved in the community, including
Wood Lane Over 50s Group, activities
at St Peter’s Church, and attending
housing and Neighbourhood Forums.

She was born and brought up in
Greets Green and died following heart
and other health problems. She leaves
her husband John and their childr en.
Neighbourhod Rep Jessica Ferguson
said: “Wyn made a great difference to
the community. She was committed
to the area and cared about the people
who lived in it. She was a lovely lady .”
Janet Sayce added: “Wyn was very
active in the community and despite
all her ailments she kept quite jolly and
was always having a laugh. Both Bill
and Wyn will be greatly missed.”
Greets Green Magazine December/January 2008
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SPARE TIME?

Why not
volunteer?

When you have an hour or two to spar e, you may think about
doing some volunteering, but do you know wher e to start?
New information sessions planned for the
New Year could be just the ticket to help
you find out more.
The recent door-to-door Household Survey
carried out by Greets Green Partnership
found that nearly one in five local people
already take part in community or voluntary
activities. It also revealed that many more
of you would like to become involved in
some way.
Greets Green Partnership will be running
regular information sessions looking at why
people volunteer, the benefits, the different
types of opportunities, and what
organisations expect from their volunteers

in terms of skills and
commitment. “We know there
are people out there who have a
few hours to spare and want to do
something, but aren’t sure what to do
or how to get started,” says Community
Services Theme Leader, Rohit Mistry.
“These sessions are an opportunity to
find out more about volunteering and
what it involves.”
The series of six information sessions will
take place on 17th January, 24th January,
7th February, 21st February, 6th March
and 13th March 2008 at Greets Green
Partnership’s offices in the High Street
from 6.00pm to 8.00pm.

i

If you’d like to take part call
Partnership Board Support
Officer, Jackie Owen on freephone
0800 953 0215.

Benefits All Round
Volunteering has given one Greets
Green resident, Gill Cotterill, a new
lease of life.
After her husband died she met Older
People’s Champion, Maggie Turner, and
started to get involved with the Healthier
and Safer Older Age team and the local
tea dances.
When that project finished, she linked
up with Greets Green’s Active Lifestyles
Co-ordinator Nathan Moore to continue
her voluntary work, including carrying on
with the tea dances, and supporting the
gentle exercise classes at Wood Lane
Community Centre.
Gill also has a busy social life and is a
member of various local clubs for older
people including the Spring Chicks, who

meet at SWAN (Sandwell Women’s
Agency Network) which has recently
relocated to Wood Lane Community
Centre, and Swan Village Social Group’s
Breakfast Club.
She says: “When my husband died I felt
a little bit lost and unhappy. Then I came
across Maggie Turner and I haven’t
stopped since. Volunteering has opened
up a whole new life for me.
I had to make a new life for myself
because I hadn’t got the old one any
more. There are lots of things you can
volunteer for and it’s just a question of
thinking ‘what can I do and how can
I make a difference?’ I really love
volunteering. You can make a difference
to other people and feel as though you
are contributing.”

“This is the new me now! I help others and
then people help me. It works both ways.”
8
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS Jobs & Skills

NEW LIFE FOR SOCIAL CLUB
A social club in Greets Green is
gearing up for the Christmas trade and
celebrating three years of a new life.
The Greets Green Sports and Social Club
in Whitehall Road was in the doldrums a
few years ago and looked like it might
even close. Then, five local businessmen
got together and decided to save it.
One of them, Bob Shaw (pictur ed right
and below) says: “The five of us bought
the club three years ago this Christmas.
It was owned by the members and it
was going to close down, so we took
the gamble, bought it and did it up.
“We’d been using the club for years and
our grandparents used it before us. It
was a shame to let it die. Between us,
we’ve spent nearly £300,000 and it’s
really taken off now.”

As well as lots of live entertainment, ther e
are free and easy nights on Thursdays
and private parties.
Bob looks after the club’s financial side
and the entertainment. The others involved
in the venture all run their own businesses,
mainly in the construction industry. They
are Alan Halloran, Craig Whitehouse,
and brothers Stewart and Eric Bowen.
Bob adds: “You don’t realise how
much there is to do. You’re doing
bookings 12 months in advance on

YOUNG BUILDERS WIN AWARDS
Two young builders from Greets
Green have been honoured for their
achievements in the construction
industry at a prestigious awards
ceremony held at the House of
Commons.

Jarred Britton and Oliver Deeming, both
18, who featured in the last issue of the
Greets Green Magazine, were nominated
for the Youthbuilding Awards 2007 by
TOPPS, the Training Opportunities,
Personal and Practical Skills project.
Against strong competition of more than
300 entrants, Jarred came 6th out of
the whole country and Oliver came 16th.
Both were presented with certificates
by Tim Campbell, the first winner of TV’s
The Apprentice.
Oliver is doing well in his chosen trade
as a plasterer and Jarred works as a
bricklayer, with ambitions to set up his
own business.

TOPPS Project Officer, Kevin McGrath
(pictured below with Oliver and Jarr ed),
said: “We chose to nominate Jarred
and Oliver because, out of everyone,
we felt they have come the furthest since
joining TOPPS. They have both excelled
in their training, improved their people
skills and are now doing really well in their
chosen trade.”

i

For more information about TOPPS,
call Kevin McGrath, Chris Nightingale
or Shane Stevens on 0121 421 5514.

some of the shows. But we pr omised
everyone we’d have a go and do our
best to keep the social club open and,
touch wood, it’s going well.”

i

To contact Greets Green Sports and
Social Club, call 0121 557 1388.

Calling all
sole traders
Greets Green Partnership is looking
to build up a database of people
who live in the area and work for
themselves – should you be on it?
Katherine Hewitt, Jobs & Skills
Theme Leader for Greets Green
Partnership, explains: "We feel it
would be mutually advantageous for
us to know who all the sole traders
are in the area. There may be publicity
opportunities in the future and we can
keep them up to date with things that
are happening in Greets Green.
“We also have projects which
support local businesses so a range
of services are on offer.”
Sole traders are people working for
themselves in a wide range of jobs from mobile hairdressers to window
cleaners.

i

If you are a sole trader in Greets
Green, call Katherine Hewitt on
freephone 0800 953 0215 to be put
on the database.
Greets Green Magazine December/January 2008
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS Community Services

FESTIVE FUN
DATES

There are loads of fun events
and activities taking place in
Greets Green during the
festive season, including…

Greets Green
CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL
Saturday 8th December
in the Memorial Gardens, 1.00pm - 6.00pm
G

Fireworks display & West Bromwich
Christmas lights switch-on at 6.00pm

G

New BIGGER & BETTER ice rink

G

Children’s funfair

G

Father Christmas

G

Carols, music & dance
G

Sports & health taster sessions &
competitions
G

Healthy food stalls

G

Face-painting / mendhi / rangoli

G

Community stalls

Saturday 8th December
Christmas Carol Singing at the
Town Hall, 7.30pm

Monday 10th December
Carols at Oak House with the
Salvation Army, 7.00pm –
8.00pm. Booking essential,
no tickets on the door.
Please call 0121 553 0759 for
details.

Thursday 13th
December
Tea Dance, £1.50 admission,
West Bromwich Town Hall,
1.00pm - 3.30pm.
Call Nathan Moore on 07817
009 062.

Saturday 15th
December
Winter Wonderland Event at
Greets Green Children’s Centre,
for children age 0-5 and their
parents, 11.00am-3.00pm. Call
the Centre on 0121 612 5131.

Saturday 15th
December
Festive Family Fun Day at
Wood Lane Community Centre,
10.00am-2.00pm, for school age
children and parents. Create a
personalised family calendar,
make your own cracker and
electronic gadget, take part in
fun art and craft activities, use
the NetBus to surf the Internet,
see Santa, and much more.
Call 0121 525 2772 for more
information.

CAN YOU HELP

represent the
Bangladeshi
community?
Bangladeshi Community
Representative Abdul Kahar - who
sits on the board of Greets Green
Partnership - needs a deputy.
10
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The ideal candidate must be keen to help make a dif ference
in local decision making and have an understanding
of the needs and wants of the Bangladeshi and the wider
community. The role will include deputising for Abdul, working
with the Confederation of Bangladeshi Organisations (CBO), and
attending monthly board meetings at Greets Green Partnership.

i

Anyone interested can come and have a chat with Abdul at
the Greets Green Christmas Festival (see above) or you can
contact Abdul via the Partnership on fr eephone 0800 953 0215
or the CBO on 0121 500 5441.

SMALL SITES PROJECT A BIG HIT!
Small scale environmental improvement projects are
making a big difference in Greets Green – thanks to lots
of ideas suggested by residents.
The Small Sites project has been acting
on suggestions put forward by local
people. Many ideas have come fr om
Neighbourhood Forum meetings, with
£41,000 allocated so far to a variety of
projects, including:
G

G

G

G

John Street Triangle (Victoria
Street/Phoenix Street) environmental improvements and
tidy-up
Cordley Street – fence to protect
residents’ property and prevent
anti-social behaviour
Dudley Street – tidy-up of middle
embankment including trimming of
overgrown hedges
Coyne Road - fence behind
properties to deter anti-social
behaviour and enhance privacy

G
G

Mason Street – new fence to
secure property
Railway Street – fence to deter
anti-social behaviour

A further 10 projects are now being
considered and there’s still money
available for improvement work. So,
if you’ve any ideas on how your ar ea
could be improved, this is a great
opportunity to get some action taken.
Simon Ware, Community Services
Worker for Greets Green Partnership,
said: “These small scale improvements
can make a big difference to local areas
and to residents’ lives, and we could
do with more sites being suggested.
We have nearly £60,000 left to spend
and we’re looking for ideas!”

Back to Nature
One of the Small Sites pr ojects will
see an area of land in Lodge Road
transformed into a nature garden for
local school children.
The scheme follows calls from local
residents for action to tidy-up a piece of
overgrown land next to some Urban Heart
properties on Lodge Road, which had
been attracting rubbish and fly-tipping.
Urban Heart has now cleared the land,
which will be transferred to Lodge Road
Primary School. A Small Sites grant will
pay for it to be fenced and transformed
into a nature garden, providing a great
resource for pupils and improving the
area for local residents.

HELP THE PARTNERSHIP
& EARN MONEY
Would you like to help Gr eets Green Partnership with various projects – and
get paid for doing so? The Partnership is looking to recruit and pay a pool of
local people who are able to help out now and again when particular pr ojects
need extra staffing.
It could be helping out with language skills, pr oviding support at events, or assisting
with consultations and surveys. It’s a great opportunity to try your hand at dif ferent
types of community work while ear ning cash at the same time.
Community Services Manager, Rohit Mistry, said: “We want to create of pool of
sessional staff who we can call on to help us with particular pieces of work when
we need an extra pair of hands. W e’re only advertising in Greets Green so we’re
providing real opportunities for local people.”

i

Recruitment will take place through employment agency, Sandwell Templink.
If you would like to find out mor e, an information evening will take place on
21st January 2008, 6.30 - 8.30pm at W ood Lane Community Centre. Alternatively,
call Greets Green Partnership on freephone 0800 953 0215.

Forums –
Have Your Say!
If you’ve an idea for impr oving your
area, why not go along to your local
Neighbourhood Forum meeting?
There is one a month, alter nating
between the North and South of the
Greets Green Partnership area. All
residents are welcome at both forums.
The next dates for your diary ar e:
Tuesday 15th January (North)
West Bromwich Town Hall
Tuesday 12th February (South)
Ryders Green Day Centre
Tuesday 4th March (North)
West Bromwich Town Hall

i

All meetings start at 6.30pm. Transport
is available if booked in advance. For
further information, call Greets Green
Partnership on freephone 0800 953 0215.
Greets Green Magazine December/January 2008
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FOOD ACTION!
12

Community groups across Greets Green are
promoting healthy eating to many local people
thanks to grants from Greets Green Partnership’s
Food Action Fund.
The grants are enabling the community
groups to set up Food Inter est Groups
(FIGs). These cover everything from food
tasting and cookery lessons to healthy
tuck shops and weight loss workshops.
FIGs give local residents a chance to lear n
about healthy eating and have their say
on what health promoters can do to help
them. Activities are led by community food
advisors, health workers and members of
Sandwell Primary Care Trust’s food team.
Those taking part in the FIGs also get to
hear about the public awareness campaign
Eatwell, the Shopwell scheme which makes
fruit and vegetables available locally, Slimwell
weight management sessions, and the
Cookwell cookery demonstrations held at
Wood Lane Community Centre.
The projects all started in the Autumn and
funding is due to last until Mar ch 2008. While
the Food Action Fund grants have got them
started, many of the projects will continue
after March by becoming self-sustaining.
The grants are awarded through the New
Deal for Healthier Food in Gr eets Green
project which is headed up by Shaleen
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Meelu. Shaleen explains: “We’re really
pleased that so many community
organisations are applying for the grants.
“We’ve got lots of different activities
underway, covering all ages from primary
and secondary school children to father and
children groups and groups for older people.
Everyone is really excited about it.
“A lot of resources for the future will come
out of these groups, for example, recipe
books. Our aim is to encourage people
to make food choices that pr omote health
and wellbeing.”

Helping Mums
& Children

Quality Time For Dads
A father and children’s group will be among the activities
funded by a Food Action Fund grant awar ded to Wood Lane
Community Centre.

One of the local organisations to benefit
from the Food Action Fund is Sandwell
Andrew Rainsford, Chief Executive of Greets Green Community
Women’s Agency Network (SWAN) which is
Enterprises, which runs the Centre, said: “We want to run
based at Wood Lane Community Centre.
sessions aimed at fathers who no longer live at home for
whatever reason but who want to maintain contact with
A £1,000 grant is enabling SW AN to run healthy
their children.
eating sessions with the women who meet ther e,
including Greets Green Women’s Group.
“The sessions will provide an activity fathers can do
with their children while increasing awareness about
Activities include cookery classes, shopping tours, Slimwell
healthy cooking at the same time.”
classes, and advice for children such as creating healthy
school lunch-boxes.
The Centre will also be expanding its tuck
shop with healthier snacks to give people
Sue Morgan, Joint Manager at SW AN, said: “The sessions are
a greater choice and a better chance
helping to educate mums in how to cook healthy food. Lear ning
of making healthy choices.
about the fat content in a range of
everyday foods was a real eye opener.
Some mums have never had these
skills passed on to them – they will now
be able to educate their childr en. We’re
delighted to be taking part.”

cOur aim is to
encourage people
to make food
choices that
promote health
and wellbeing.d
Grants awarded by the Food Action Fund range fr om £150 to £1,000 and include:
I George Salter High School - Activities to promote healthy
eating could become a role model for secondary schools
across Sandwell. A whole range of initiatives are underway,
including children’s Slimwell weight management sessions,
self esteem classes, family cookery classes, nutrition and
wellbeing sessions, and a diet and disease workshop.
I OSCAR (Organisation for Sickle Cell Anaemia Relief
and Thalassaemia Support) – A two day workshop is
being run with artist-led food activities including cookery
and tasting.
I SIKH Community FIG – Sessions will be held at Edward
Street Community Centre looking at dietary habits, heart
friendly diets, identifying popular Indian recipes, and
creating a recipe booklet.

I Hindu Community FIG – A session worker at the Hindu
Community Centre will identify popular Indian recipes
and help participants with a culturally sensitive diabeticfriendly diet, plus the development of a Heart Friendly
Diabetic Diets recipe booklet.
I Pakistani/Yemeni/Bangladeshi Slimwell – Weekly
sessions will be held including weight management
advice, dietary tips and cookery demonstrations, plus
an allotments activity and cookery day. Participants
will select recipes for a Heart UK leaflet.

i

Funding is still available to set up Food Inter est
Groups until March 2008. For details of your
nearest FIG or how to set up your own gr oup, call
Shaleen Meelu on 0121 612 1554.
Greets Green Magazine December/January 2008
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS Health

ENGINEERING FIRM LEADS THE WAY
Major employer, William King is
leading the way for other companies
wanting to promote a happier and
healthier workforce after raising
awareness about tackling stress.
The company employs 180 staff and is
one of the oldest in Gr eets Green, with
a history spanning more than 100 years.
Yet it’s also among the most moder n
and forward looking, particularly when
it comes to looking after its staf f.
With help from Sandwell Primary Care
Trust's Workwell team, the steel
processing and distribution firm has
been working to improve the health of its
employees, including developing a stress
policy. As part of this work, W illiam King
was awarded £500 from the Greets
Green Healthy Minds Community Fund to
help it provide stress awareness training
to its middle and senior managers.
Dr Anthony Schwartz at Occupational
Health Psychology Consulting was chosen
to run two hour training sessions to 21
managers and foremen, which included
how to identify and prevent stress, as well
as how to manage it in the workplace.
Further stress awareness training is now
in the pipeline, which managers ar e keen
to support to help reduce stress related
absences and to improve employee
health and morale.
William King Training and Development
Manager, Dipak Patel (pictured with
Robert Byatt, Health & Safety Engineer,
William King and Marie Carroll and Anna
Harrington from Workwell), said: "Stress

Fact file

I In 2005/06 420,000 people
thought they were
experiencing work-related
stress that was making
them ill.
I During the same year an
estimated 10.5 million
working days were lost.
I A healthier, happier
workforce is more
productive and contributes
to the economy.
I A workforce suffering from
stress will have a greater
number of absences, be
less committed and have
a higher turnover.

14
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can affect anyone and for all sorts of
reasons, so it's important to r ecognise
stress-related issues."

phase two. It's refreshing in the business
world to find a company which is happy
to be open about issues such as this."

Marie added: "The first phase of training
in the summer went down very well and
we're now in the process of working on

i

To discover more about the project,
call Dipak Patel at W illiam King on
0121 500 4111.

YMCA plans new Wellbeing Centre
Following a successful National Lottery bid, W est Bromwich YMCA is setting
up a Wellbeing Centre to provide new mental and physical health activities to
the local community.
In partnership with Sandwell PCT,
the new centre, which is due to fully
open in the New Year, will offer light
therapy, Tai Chi, aromatherapy
and relaxation training, as well
as employing a part time deaf and
hard of hearing specialist to improve
accessibility of all Wellbeing services.
It has received a National Lottery
grant over three years, and there
are also plans to launch a range
of physical activities available for
all ages, from children's fitness

programmes to body balance for
older people.
Chief Executive, Steve Clay, says:
"Thanks to the Lottery funding, we're
able to provide more affordable and
proven remedies for improving
physical and mental wellbeing. People
of all ages across Greets Green will be
able to benefit from the new centre."

i

For more information, call Steve
Bavington at the YMCA on 0121
524 1950.

WALKERS STRIKE GOLD ‘walking to Beijing’
Hundreds of people have been
improving their health by joining the
Walk to Beijing project – and it’s
paying off in more ways than one.
So far more than 2,600 Sandwell
residents have registered to take part,
of whom 665 are from the Greets Green
and West Bromwich area - proud to be
Walking to Beijing!
The project, launched by Sandwell
Primary Care Trust, was inspired by the
2008 Beijing Olympics. People have been
encouraged to take part by having a mini
health assessment to check their blood
pressure, hip-waist ratio, height and
weight. They are then given advice about
getting fit, and a step counter to measur e

how far they walk. Three months later
they have another health assessment and
if they can show improved fitness, they
receive a bronze, silver or gold award –
shopping or leisure gift vouchers worth
£10, £20 or £40.
Organiser Lindsay Manford said: “We’ve
had a lot of positive feedback. People
have said it’s made them think about
how much exercise they’re doing, or
they’ve quit smoking, or they’re going
to carry on using their step counters.
“People have written to say thank you for
helping them take part. We’re looking at
people who’ve lost centimetres off their
waist or hip measurement, their blood
pressure has come down or they’ve

HELP FOR OLDER
PEOPLE
Older people living in Greets
Green can still access a
wide range of help and
advice on their doorstep.
Although Maggie Turner has
now become Older People’s
Champion for the whole of
West Bromwich, not just
Greets Green, she’s moved to a
new office in Greets Green and is
offering help on any issues which af fect
older people.
“I’m now based at Greets Green Neighbourhood Office on
Harwood Street and am happy to chat to older people about
anything they want to know about and point them in the dir ection
of local groups and services,” Maggie says. “I love Gr eets Green
and the people who live her e.”
Maggie’s post was originally funded by Gr eets Green Partnership
and has proved so successful that it has now been mainstr eamed
by Sandwell Primary Care Trust.
She adds: “I have access to a wealth of knowledge about all older
people’s issues, not just health. Being an older person myself
helps because people say things to me which they wouldn’ t want
to talk about with other people.”

i

If you’d like to contact Maggie, call her on 0121 569 5287 /
5288 or 5289.

shown their wellbeing has improved. It
has also had a knock on ef fect in other
areas with people saying they’ve looked
at the food they’re eating.”
As well as helping individuals become
healthier, the information gained will be
looked at by researchers at Staffordshire
University who are examining behaviour
change models.
And when people’s step counter statistics
are in, they’ll be added up to see whether
the different towns taking part really have
managed to Walk to Beijing!

i

If you would like to find out mor e or
want to take part, call Lindsay on
0121 612 1651.

How to stay
safe & warm
Here are a few tips to help local
older residents to stay safe and
warm throughout the winter:
G When you’re outside in the cold, wear layers of
clothes rather than one heavy jumper. Layers keep
the cold out by allowing air to cir culate.
G Anyone aged over 65, or who has a long-term illness,

is entitled to a free winter flu vaccination. Ask your GP.
G Keep as much warmth in your home as possible.

Put a brush-type cover over your letterbox and cover
keyholes to stop draughts. Draw your curtains in the
evenings and use a draught excluder behind your
front door.
G If you have elderly neighbours, keep an eye on them.

Call round to see if they are all right, especially if you’ve
not seen them out for a while.
G If you have outdoor taps for the gar den, turn off the

supply to them in the winter to pr event water freezing
all the way into the house.
G Eating well in the winter can help war d off coughs and

colds. Eat lots of fruit and vegetables, especially those
rich in vitamin C.
G If you have central heating, use the thermostat to keep

the temperature comfortable. If it’s freezing outside, set
the heating to stay on continuously, but turn the
thermostat lower for the night.
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15

COMMUNITY PAGE

If you would like your community group or organisation to be featured on this page,
contact Communications & PR Manager, Brian McKinstrie, at Greets Green
Partnership on Freephone 0800 953 0215 or email brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk

NEW CHURCH BRANCHES OUT
A new church is putting down roots around Greets Green
and is hoping to grow more branches in 2008.
The West Bromwich Network Church
(WBNC) doesn’t just have one base –
the plan is to set up chur ches at a
range of different venues. So far it
has been meeting once a month at
Guns Village Primary School.
Its pastor is the Reverend Evan
Cockshaw (pictured above), who began
the first year of a seven year appointment
in West Bromwich in January 2007. He
has spent much of the first year getting
to know people and places in the ar ea.
He says: “2008 will be about consolidating
what we’ve started and pushing of f into a
new era once we’ve experimented and
discovered what’s working.
“We want to move what we’ve been
doing every month to fortnightly or
weekly and start other things as well.
The focus is to create a network of
different types of churches around West

Bromwich so that young people can
choose where to go. Our church at Guns
Village Primary School, which is aimed
purely at young families, parents and
children, will stay the same.
“We’re also going to be starting another
church at the YMCA before the end of
the year. This will be aimed at young
single adults. What we’ve done so far
has been quite successful.”
The WBNC also has a W orship Leader,
Andy Morgan (pictured right), and Evan
and Andy’s wives, Hilary Cockshaw and
Claire Morgan, are Children’s Pastors.
WBNC is also setting up Life Gr oups,
where small groups of people meet in
homes, workplaces, schools or wherever
they are to study the Bible and work out
how to apply it to their lives. The first is
meeting in Evan and Hilary’s home every
Sunday evening.

“The focus is to create a network of different
types of churches around West Bromwich so
that young people can choose wher e to go.”
16
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The church is holding a Christmas
celebration which is open to everyone
on Saturday 15th December from 6.15 8.15pm at Spacehoppas Play Centre in
Wednesbury.
There will be two hours’ fr ee play for the
children, plus Christmas craft activities
for them to enjoy. This will be followed
by a variety of live music including
traditional Christmas carols and a short
and fun Christmas service.

i

For more details about WBNC
see www.wbnc.org.uk or call the
Rev Evan Cockshaw on 07958
050009.

PARTNERSHIP NEWS Housing & Urban Form

KEEPING WARM IN WINTER
Owner occupiers and private tenants
in Greets Green can look forward to
a warmer winter thanks to a pr oject
which will provide free central heating
and insulation for around 180 homes.
Sandwell Warm Zone has been awarded
£900,000 by Greets Green Partnership
to offer central heating, solar panels and
insulation free of charge to local r esidents
who have an annual household income
under £15,000 and are in ‘fuel poverty’.
You do not need to be claiming a benefit
or be unemployed to qualify.
The Greets Green Sustainable Warmth
project has sent letters to pr operties which
might benefit, and the aim is to complete
as much work as possible within the

Greets Green area. A surveyor will call
round to see those who r espond and
decide what work is needed. Depending
which way the house is facing, they may
also recommend solar panels. Once the
work has been completed, the energy
efficiency of your home will be assessed
and you will receive an official certificate
showing the rating achieved.
Lorraine Gumbs, Director of Sandwell
Warm Zone, said: “We’re inviting people
to get in touch as soon as possible.
We’re here to help and our work can
really make a real difference.”

i

There is limited funding and all work
will be done on a first come, first
served basis. So, if you believe your

household, or someone you know in
Greets Green may benefit, give Sandwell
Warm Zone a call on 0121 569 5015.

Building for your future...
Lots of changes are taking place in the Claypit Lane ar ea of Greets Green. All houses earmarked for clearance have now
been demolished along with the der elict Meadows School in Coppice Str eet. But what happens now and what else is
planned for this area?
Many people have already called in to the
housing information sessions at Wood
Lane Community Centre, George Salter
High School and Greets Green Children’s
Centre to find out more about the
developments and to question those
involved in making them happen.
The team will also be attending the
Greets Green Christmas Festival on
Saturday 8th December, so if you use
the schools in the Claypit Lane ar ea, visit
the Children’s Centre, live or work in the
area or commute through it, come along
and learn more about…
New Homes
Come and refresh your memory
about what’s been happening on the
development sites so far and find out
when new houses will start to be built.

Meadows School site on Coppice Str eet.
Come and view the scheme's potential
design and see where the different
facilities could be placed.
The Rec
There are long term plans to tur n
The Rec on Claypit Lane into
Greets Green Park. See the
design plan and hear about the
potential opportunities for this
excellent community facility.

Discover what this means for the school,
local young people and the wider
community.

i

Greets Green Partnership’s Christmas
Festival will take place in the Memorial
Gardens, High Street from
1.00pm to 6.00pm. See
page 10 for more
details.

George Salter
Collegiate Academy
George Salter High
School is moving
to Academy
Status.

Extra Care Housing
Plans are underway to develop an
Extra Care scheme on the former

Housing
information
sessions –
Don’t miss out!

The Rec
New Homes
George Salter
Collegiate Academy
Extra Care Housing
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greetnews
a round-up of Partnership and Community news

If you have any news get in touch.
Call Barbryn on T: 01564 741847,
E: susan@barbryn.co.uk or the Greets
Green Partnership on T: 0800 953 0215,
E: brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk

SUCCESS FOR REAL WEST BROM
Well done to Real West Brom which
has become the first Adult Charter
Standard Club in Greets Green.
The club, which plays in the Birmingham
Premier of the Shapla League, is based
at Sandwell Yemeni Association and is
made up of adults from the Yemeni and
Bangladeshi communities.
Manager, Abdul Kahar, has been involved
with the Hat-trick project since the start
and is currently working towards his FA
Level 2 coaching qualification. He says:
“Being involved in the project has enabled
Real West Brom FC to access training and
coaching qualifications which has meant

VOTE FOR
£50 MILLION!
Don’t miss your last chance to vote
in The People’s £50 Million Lottery
Giveaway!
Black Country Urban Park is one of
the four projects which could be given
£50 million by the Big Lottery Fund
and it’s up to you to cast your vote to
make sure this project is chosen.
Voting closes on 10th December at 12
noon, so make sure you log on today
to www.thepeoples50million.org.uk
to place your vote. Black Country
Urban Park is up against stiff
competition from the Eden Project,
Sherwood Forest and a Sustrans cycle
network to win the money.
The plan is to radically transform the
environment of the Black Country
to create a better quality of life for
people. There’ll be a ‘green bridge
park’ to bring the countryside into the
town centres and new opportunities
for employment and learning, plus
an amazing new visitor attraction.
Project Director, Tina Corfield, says:
“Black Country folk take a lot of
pride in their local area and they
want to win! This money is about
reaching communities most in need
– we will directly benefit 800,000
residents here.”
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we’ve been able to gain our Charter
Standard.”

i

For details of other opportunities to
play adult football, call Hat-trick on
08700 662 840.

Get fit with new friends
Two new clubs have started wher e youngsters can get fit, have fun and
make new friends.
The K!DZ Fitness classes run at West Bromwich YMCA on Tuesdays from 5.00 –
6.00pm, when they are split into two age groups of 5-9 year olds and 10-15 year
olds, and on Saturdays from 9.00 -10.00am.
Both classes are based on circuits, and youngsters do exercises with hoops, balls
and ladders to improve their fitness. Trisha Hart at the YMCA said: “It’s definitely
about having fun as well as getting fit. The first time the youngsters need to come
with a parent to sign consent forms, then they can just come along on their own.”

i

Go along, or call 0121 524 1950 to find out more.

CAN YOU HELP?

Are there any privately owned
empty properties in your
neighbourhood?
The Empty Property Team is
working with local neighbourhood
offices across the Borough to
bring privately owned empty
properties back into use - and it
needs your help. Empty properties
fall into disrepair, attract antisocial behaviour and can often
become dangerous if children play
in and around them.

i

The team wants to know if
there are any privately owned
empty properties in your area
which it can turn into homes
once again. Call 0121 569 5232
if you can help.

FRESH
AIR AND
FITNESS
A great way of combining fresh air with keeping fit is to take part in one of
Greets Green’s health walks. There are a variety of walks to choose fr om and
they all provide an opportunity to make friends and impr ove your health.
Health Walks Co-ordinator, Andrew Wood, of Sandwell Stride, said: “People r eally enjoy
taking part and it’s free. It’s good for your mental and physical health, and it’ s a chance
to meet other people and get some exer cise and fresh air.”
Mondays: meet at West Bromwich Central Library at 11.00am for a one hour walk.
Call Sue Bates on 0121 569 4911 for mor e details.
Tuesdays: a walk takes place for people with heart pr oblems and/or diabetes from the
South Asian community. Meet at Lodge Road Primary School at 10.00am for the one
hour walk. Call Shahara Hussain on 07985 435 406 for mor e details.
Thursdays: meet at Sandwell Valley Park at 1.15pm for a one hour walk in the park.
Or meet at the YMCA at 1.00pm to take the minibus to the park at a cost of 95p. Call
Joy Chatwin or Asaad Tai on 0121 524 1950 for mor e details.
Sundays: meet at 12 noon at the Seventh
Day Adventist Church on Dartmouth Street
for a 45 minute walk along the Metroline.
Call Hazel Brown via Andrew on 07814
540853.

Trainees
become
trainers
Young people from Greets Green
became mentors for school pupils
from across the Midlands at
two key events held as part of
National Construction Week.
The week raises awareness among
young people about careers in the
industry. Aiden Moran and Steven
Groves, both trainees with the Training
Opportunities, Personal and Practical
Skills (TOPPS) project, who are
working with Grimes Finishings Ltd,
provided practical demonstrations
and gave advice to school children
who are considering plastering as
a career choice. Young people were
then able to have a go themselves.

i

For more information, call Andrew on
07814 540853 or just tur n up to any of
the walks listed above.

MBE honour

Geoff Fisher, Independent Chair of
Greets Green Partnership, visited
Buckingham Palace to collect his
MBE from the Queen in November.
He was recognised in the last
Birthday Honours List for services
to Regeneration in Sandwell.

FAJLI’S TRIP OF A LIFETIME
Greets Green resident Fajli Bibi enjoyed the ‘trip of a lifetime’ when she was
invited to the Houses of Parliament by MP for West Bromwich West, Adrian Bailey.
Fajli, who is the Neighbourhood Repr esentative for the Lodge Road ar ea, met Mr Bailey to
discuss some of her projects that have received national recognition including the It's Never
Too Late to Learn DVD, Community Learning Champions and the Family Learning Network.
During her visit to the capital, Fajli enjoyed a
tour of the Houses of Parliament and attended
meetings with MPs and Ministers. She was
accompanied by pupils and teachers fr om
Tipton Green Primary School who attended
an E-Skills Awards Ceremony at the Houses
of Parliament.
Fajli, who described the experience as being
‘like a dream’, also had the opportunity to meet
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Alistair Darling.

Aiden said: “There was great
satisfaction in showing young people
what can be achieved in 12 months.
I would never have believed I would
have the confidence or skills to be
helping young people to choose a
trade.”
Steven added: “I really enjoyed the
two events. I was glad that Richar d
Grimes asked Aiden and myself to do
the demonstrations on behalf of his
company. We had great fun doing it.”

i

For details of the
TOPPS project,
call 0121 421
5514.
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Half term activities
proved a hit!

ets green young greets green young greets green young greets green young greets green young greets green young greets green

It was a case of back to school for some fun during the October
half term holiday, as more than 120 young people made the most
of a whole range of activities including football, cricket,
trampolining, street dance and inline skating.
Young people in Greets Green from primary school age to teenagers
took part in activities at George Salter High School from Monday to
Wednesday. The boys then had a day out to West Bromwich Albion
Football Club while the girls headed off to Drayton Manor.
The holiday scheme was a partnership between the school,
Sandwell Council Youth Service, Greets Green’s Active Lifestyles
project and Greets Green’s Hat-trick Community
Football project.
Active Lifestyles Co-ordinator, Nathan Moore,
said: “George Salter has got great facilities and,
as usual, we had full take up of the holiday
scheme by local youngsters.
“It’s popular because of the varied programme
and because there are separate activities for
boys and girls and they appreciate that. It’s
always a great success.”

i

To find out what other fun activities will
be taking place in Greets Green in the
future, call Nathan at the Active Lifestyles
Project on 07817 009062.
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Group offers friendship and support
The teenage pregnancy and
young parents group which
meets at West Bromwich
YMCA is going from strength
to strength as word spreads
among young parents.

YMCA nursery for baby Jaiden, which she
also has no hesitation in r ecommending.
“He’s always so happy when I dr op him
off and pick him up and the staff are
fantastic. He absolutely loves it.”

About 10 young parents attend regularly
and new members are joining all the
time. In addition to attending the group,
since returning to full time work following
maternity leave, Isabel has been using the

Among those attending each week is
Isabel Williams, who works at Greets
Green Partnership and takes part in
the sessions with her baby son Jaiden.
She says: “It isn’t just for teenage parents
– I’m 23 and married but still go to the
group. It’s open to men and women who
have children or are expecting children
and who are between the ages of 16 and
25 years old. It’s a really fun place to be
and you meet loads of new friends who
are in the same or similar situations to you.
“It doesn't matter if you're married or
single, have one child or five, ar e 16 or
in your twenties, job or no job, live alone
or with your family - just come along and
you'll be more than welcome.

Why not join in?

“There's loads of trips and stuf f to do
and it’s all free. They even pay your bus
fare and give you a fr ee lunch. What
more could you possibly want!"

Louise Andrews, Teenage Pregnancy Development Worker for Greets Green,
says: “It’s a fantastic way for young parents to meet new people, make new
friends and try new things!”

Sessions include fun activities like arts
and crafts, baby massage, swimming and
making scrap books for baby mementoes.
There’s also nursery care for the babies
available on some days to enable young
parents to take part in activities for
themselves, such as working on CVs.

The young parents group meets at the YMCA every Thursday
from 12.30pm to 2.30pm.

The group goes on trips to places like Wonderland, Waterworld and Drayton
Manor, and also arranges residential trips. There are opportunities to achieve
certificates and qualifications and there’s also an activity programme where
you can try out new activities such as swimming, tai chi and body balance.
New members are always welcome. If you’d like to join or find out more
information, call or text Louise on 07813 319 510, or Samantha Guy,
Teenage Pregnancy Community Worker on 07857 341 947.

i

NEW TEAMS MAKE THEIR MARK
There are now even more
opportunities for local youngsters
to show off their footballing skills.
Two new football teams called Gr eets
Green Albion have been formed thr ough
the Hat-trick project.
There’s an under 10s team in the W est
Bromwich Church League. The team
is managed by Mo Yafai, Ahmed Salem
and Sal Saeed from Sandwell Yemeni
Community Association.
There’s also an under 7s team who play
in the Sandwell Minor league. Their
manager is Steven Crump who started as
a volunteer with the Hat-trick pr oject and

is now a qualified coach. V olunteer and
parent, Scot Taylor, is also helping to run
and coach the team, with young leader
Dan Phillips. Both teams train at the
Soccer Centre at George Salter
Collegiate Academy on a Thursday
evening and are doing really well.
“The teams are offering a fun,
structured football environment for
local children,” says Rus Smith from
the Hat-trick project.

i

To find out more about all the
footballing opportunities which the
Hat-trick project offers for all ages,
call Rus on 08700 662 840 or email
russel.smith@wbacp.co.uk
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YOUTH REPS ON BOARD
Young people will have a greater say in local affairs now that two youth reps
have joined the Board of Greets Green Partnership.
Rohim Mohammed and Natasha Woolliscroft, who are Chairman and Secretary of Greets Green
Youth Forum, will be representing the views of local young people at the Partnership’s monthly
Board meetings and hope to make a difference when it
comes to decision making.
Rohim said: “The Partnership has been looking for
youth reps and thought it would be good to have us
on the Board. It’s a great opportunity to be part of the
Board and we’re looking forward to it.”
Natasha added: “I feel it’s given me a responsibility.
I think it’s really good they’ve asked young people on
to the Board and it’s all good experience for us.”

Introducing Natasha…

Introducing Rohim…

Age: 15
School: George Salter High School
What do you enjoy doing in your spare time? Photography
and dancing
Favourite sports to play or watch? I like to watch a bit of
football and support West Bromwich Albion
Ambition: I’d like to run my own photography business
How would you describe yourself? Good sense of humour,
caring and I like to give advice!
Top tip for other young people: If you’ve got anything to say,
let it out! Get in touch with us and we’ll see what we can do to
help. If you want to get involved, come along to the Youth Forum.

Age: 15
School: Oldbury College of Sport
What do you enjoy doing in your spare time?
Going out with my friends
Favourite sports to play? Cricket and basketball
And to watch? The same!
Ambition: To go to university, do more youth work,
become a maths teacher
Describe yourself in three words: Friendly, sociable
and busy!
Top tip for other young people: Make the most of the
opportunities that are available to you. Why not come
along and meet us and join in the activities available
through the Youth Forum?

Greets Green Youth Forum wants to meet you
– and it has the following message…
“Hey guys, we’re the Greets Green Youth Forum and we recently
went to the Frank Chapman Centre in Bewdley. We went there for
the weekend and we all had a great time. We did loads of things
like assault courses and orienteering round the camp. We even
did late night hikes.

Be part of the
YOUTH FORUM

On the Saturday we went to a country-pub restaurant where
we were treated like celebrities, so basically the royal treatment.
The food was great and the amazing thing is that it was all free!!!
Sooo, what do we do as a Youth
Forum? We have regular meetings on
Wednesdays and talk about different
issues that affect young people and
others around us. And every so often
we go out on trips or day trips – in
October we went to Alton Towers.

If you’re interested in joining
then give us a shout. Go on,
be a loud mouth!”
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If you want to find out
more about Greets
Green Youth Forum or
get involved, call Youth
Officer Ian Clews on
07810 850 981 or Youth
Forum Chairman,
Rohim Mohammed
on 07932 544 103 or
07973 370 490.
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WBA HERO COMES TO SCHOOL
Pupils from Years 5 and 6 at Ryders
Green Primary School came face
to face with a local footballing
hero when West Bromwich Albion
goalkeeper, Dean Kiely, called in
to lead a special workshop.
The event on 18th October marked
the start of the Let’s Kick Racism Out
of Football national week of action.
One thousand events took part
across the UK as part of the One
Game One Community campaign
and Greets Green was no exception.
Dean explained all about the different
football activities which the Hat-trick
project runs in Greets Green before
pupils were able to ask him questions
about his life and his career. Having
collected lots of information from the
man himself, the youngsters are now
creating a biography of Dean.

i

For details about the Hat-trick
project, call Rus on 08700 662 840
or email russel.smith@wbacp.co.uk

COMPETITION
CORNER

Congratulations
to Palminder Kaur, Iris Hughes
and Suraya Begum who each
won a £10 voucher from the
October/November competition.

Simply send your entry by 25th January 2008 to:
Magazine Competition, FREEPOST GREETS
GREEN PARTNERSHIP (no stamp required).
The first three correct entries out of the hat will
each win a £10 voucher.

The festive season is nearly her e so to get you in the mood why not
find all the seasonal words in the grid below to be in with a chance
of winning one of this month’s three £10 shopping vouchers.

CHRISTMAS
PARTIES
TREE
TINSEL

PRESENTS
FAMILY
DECORATIONS
CARDS

SNOW
CAKE
REINDEER
GAMES

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS BONUS
We have 38 bike locks to give away at the Greets Green
Christmas Festival on Saturday 8th December at the
Memorial Gardens. To claim one, all you need to do is bring
this completed Competition Entry Form to the Partnership
tent. They are available on a first come, first served basis.

Please fill in your details using BLOCK CAPITALS.
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