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EAT, SHOP, SLIM
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Lynne drops 5 dress sizes

LOOKING AT A
SAFER FUTURE
CCTV installed in
Albion Road area

Issue 32
Front cover: Lynne Howe, a regular at the
Slimwell sessions at West Bromwich YMCA,
is now the proud owner of a pair of jogging
bottoms which are five sizes too big!

welcome
to issue 32 of the Greets Green Magazine.

The Greets Green magazine is distributed
to every household in the New Deal
for Communities area, and to other
NDCs nationally. If you live in the
Greets Green NDC area and do not
receive a copy then please call us on
freephone 0800 953 0215.
Magazine Contact Details:
Call Barbryn direct on
T: 01564 741847,
E: susan@barbryn.co.uk
Or Greets Green Partnership on
T: 0800 953 0215,
E: brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk
Issue 33, covering December/January
2008, will be published in December 2007.

The Autumn’s a great time to try out dif ferent vegetables such as pumpkins,
turnips and squash, and to tuck into some hot, tasty meals. Greets Green’s New
Deal for Healthier Food project is just what you need to help you on your way .
See our special feature on page 4.

Older residents who want to stay in shape by exer cising as well as eating healthily
can head along to the fabulous tea dances which are taking place at the Town
Hall. See how much fun they are on page 8.
As ever, there’s plenty happening in Greets Green to keep everyone active.
Don’t sit around worrying about problems in your area - head along to your
Neighbourhood Forum. You don’t need to go along on your own – ask your
Neighbourhood Rep to come with you. Find out mor e on page 16. Or you could
get together with others in your str eet to set up a Neighbourhood Watch group.
Read about the help available on page 9.
Whatever you choose to do, it’s sure to get you out and about and meeting new
people. Make the most of what’s available in Greets Green.

Happy reading!
Produced on behalf of Greets Green Partnership
by Barbryn Ltd
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Eating healthily is becoming
easier and easier in Greets
Green and it’s all down to
the New Deal for Healthier
Food project which is really
getting its teeth into the
area! Funded by Greets
Green Partnership, the
project has lots of healthy
eating plans in the pipeline,
but is already supporting
the Eatwell in Sandwell
campaign which is making
a big difference to local
people’s lifestyles – and
their stomachs!

Eat your greens in
Greets Green!
The tasty new Eatwell in Sandwell campaign is quickly spr eading across
Greets Green, making healthy eating a simple part of everyday life.
Launched in September, the campaign is promoting a scheme called
‘Shopwell’, and has been advertising on local buses to persuade r esidents to
buy more fresh fruit and vegetables - which ar e now available from local shops.
Sandwell Primary Care Trust (PCT) Food Project Co-ordinator, Suzanne Clark,
says: “We’ve joined forces with more than 30 retailers in the borough who have
agreed to stock a range of good quality , affordable fruit and vegetables.
“Our aim is to make sur e that everyone has a shop selling fr esh produce within
easy walking distance. You just have to look out for the ‘Eatwell in Sandwell’
sign or go online to find your near est store.”
The PCT is working with fr esh produce expert Jim Cooper, of Fresh Solutions,
who has an award-winning
greengrocery business in
Staffordshire, and with Hyperama
Cash and Carry in West Bromwich,
to supply retailers with a good
seasonal selection and regular
produce promotions, which can then
be passed on to customers as
special offers.

MORE FRUIT
FOR SHOPPERS
Greets Green Off-Licence on Greets Green Road is among the local shops
to sign up to the Shopwell scheme.
Muserat Khan, who has owned the shop for eight years, says: “W e’ve expanded
our fresh produce and it’s proving popular. We deliver about 300 newspapers a
day and when our customers come in to pay the bill, they’ll buy a few extras at
the same time.
“We also stock fresh sandwiches and when people call in for one, they can now
choose an apple or a banana to go with it. Hopefully it all helps.
“We’ve put the fruit next to the drinks fridge, so when kids are buying a drink, they
can easily pick up an apple at the same time.”
Mr Khan is pleased to be part of the scheme, especially as his shop is close to
several schools. He says: “You see it in the news all the time – kids need to eat
healthier food. I’m just glad we can help.”
4
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And that’s not all! The Eatwell
campaign is also running other
initiatives including:
G Slimwell sessions for those who
want to lose weight
G Cookwell courses for people
who want to lear n how to cook
healthy, cheap meals
G A lunchbox programme for
schools to teach pupils and
parents how to prepare healthier
snacks
G Ready Steady Grow, where
pupils find out at first hand how
fruit and vegetables are grown

i

Visit www.eatwellinsandwell.co.uk
to find out more. Now there’s no
excuse for not eating your gr eens.

in Greets
Green

GET YOUR
FIVE A DAY
A specialist food store opened by a couple
from Greets Green has joined the Shopwell
scheme to encourage everyone to eat mor e
fruit and veg.
Tracy's Pantry in Beverley Road, Stone Cr oss,
specialises in products for people with specific
dietary requirements and food intolerances including
wheat free, gluten free, lactose free, dairy free, yeast
free, vegan, organic and fair trade pr oducts.
The shop was opened by Tracy and Dave Saunders
after they developed food related health problems.
Dave is lactose intolerant while Tracy has to avoid
wheat, additives and preservatives. The pair are
keen to help others to eat healthily and wer e quick
to sign up to Shopwell.
Tracy said: “I love food and I’ve got a passion for
cooking. We’re happy to add fruit and vegetables
to our range to encourage people to eat 5-a-day .”

i

Tracy can be contacted on 0121 567 5570 or
you can visit www.tracyspantry.co.uk

To help people along the way, Tracy has
provided the following mouthwatering recipes
to show how easy it is to include fruit and veg
in everyday cooking:

PUDDING

MAIN COURSE
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Apple & Pear Crumbl
e
Chop up apples and pea
rs and place in a saucep
an
with a little water and
sugar, and heat gently
until
the fruit begins to soften
.
While this is happening
, make your crumble.
Using
10oz plain or wholeme
al flour, rub in 4-6oz but
ter
until
you have a breadcrum
b texture, and stir in 4oz
caster
sugar. Place your fruit
in an ovenproof dish and
spread
your crumble mixture
on top, adding an extra
spr
inkle
of sugar. Place in the
oven at gas mark 4 / 180
˚C for
about 25 minutes. Ser
ve with ice cream.
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in Greets
Green

SLIMMING
WITH SUPPORT!
Do you want to lose weight and feel fitter? A slimming
group with a difference in Greets Green could be just what
you are looking for.

Recipe food
bags

Slimwell classes at the YMCA in Carters Gr een are held on Mondays, cost just 50p a
session, and offer a whole range of practical help and friendly support. Dr op-in sessions
take place between 1.30pm and 2.30pm, pr oviding information, weigh-ins, advice and
food tasting. For those wanting mor e in-depth support, there is also a 12 week course
which takes place from 12 noon until 1.30pm.
The course includes half an
hour of gentle physical activity
and some one-to-one time. It
looks at eating habits, how to
achieve a balance of good
health and how to improve body
image and self esteem. The
sessions are run by Katherine
Bradbury and Helen Waters
from the Food Team at
Sandwell Primary Care Trust
and supported by Greets Green
Partnership and the YMCA.

Sadier Hussain, who runs News Plus
on Claypit Lane and took part in a
pilot Shopwell scheme, is continuing
to support the campaign.
He says: “I saw it as an opportunity to
improve my business and give something
back to the community.” His range of
fresh produce includes 10 to 15 lines of
seasonal goods, including salad items
and fruit.
Greets Green Children's Centre has been
working with Ryders Green Primary School
to run fortnightly healthy cooking sessions
for children and parents. News Plus is
selling ‘recipe food bags’ based on the
ingredients for food cooked in the
sessions. £1 bags of fruit and veg,
provided by the shop, are being sold at
the Children's Centre Stay & Play sessions.

i

For further information, call Flo
Reynolds at the Children’s Centre on
0121 612 5131.

Katherine said: “It’s a very relaxed atmosphere and we’re all really friendly. It’s nice
because people can just walk into the dr op-ins for a chat and try new foods. The course
is then there for anyone who would like further help.
“It’s all based on the balance of good health – it’ s not a diet, it’s about lifestyle change,
and I think that’s why people enjoy it. You can still have chocolate and crisps, but just in
moderation.”
On one recent course, 15 participants lost nine stone between them in just 10 weeks.
Courses and drop-in sessions are open to all ages, men and women, and regularly attract
around 20 participants, ranging from those in their 20s to older people in their 60s.

i

For further information, simply call in at one of the dr op-in sessions, or ring the Food
Team at Sandwell PCT on 0121 612 2962.

LEARNING TO LOVE
THEIR GREENS
Thirty children from Ryders Green
Primary School took part in a Ready
Steady Grow event in the summer to
find out how fruit and vegetables ar e
grown, what they taste like when
picked straight from the plant and
how they contribute to a balanced,
healthy diet.
6
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Food Development Worker for Children,
Nicola Webster, visited the Year 4
children, aged 8 – 9, to chat about fruit
and vegetables, then the next day the
children were taken to Salop Drive Market
Garden in Bristnall. Having enjoyed a
treasure hunt, they got stuck into some
real gardening at the three acre

community allotment before sampling
some of the produce grown on the site.
“Once the children have seen things
growing, they are much more open to
trying them,” says Nicola. “Especially if
they have helped plant out the seedlings
or weed the bed.”

www.eatwellinsandwell.co.uk

Lynne leads
the way
Slimwell regular, Lynne Howe, is now
the proud owner of a pair of jogging
bottoms which are five sizes too big!
When the mother-of-two started attending
the Slimwell sessions at the YMCA in
February she weighed in at 15st 5lbs,
and needed size 22-24 clothes. She
now weighs 11st 7lbs and is a size
12-14. Suffering from degenerative discs
and arthritis in her lower spine, L ynne,
aged 40, decided she wanted to lose
weight to improve her health and mobility.
“Slimwell made it easy,” she says.
“You’re not made to feel guilty and it’s
only 50p a week and they’r e so friendly it’s great. I’ve made some major lifestyle
changes thanks to Slimwell.”
A typical day for Lynne would have started
with a big bowl of cer eal or a bacon
sandwich and ended with a meaty dinner
or takeaway, with sweets, chocolate and
crisps in between. It is now mor e likely
to involve fruit or shredded wheat for
breakfast, a smoked salmon bagel with
salad for lunch, and a vegetarian or
fish dish for dinner, with fruit snacks in
between. She adds herbs and spices
to her cooking instead of salt and sugar .
Lynne has managed to lose her sweet
tooth and says: “I’m not a chocoholic
anymore. If I fancy a bit I have just one
piece and that’s more than enough.
I’ve slowly cut out sweet things.”
Her children are impressed. When her
seven year old daughter gives her a hug
she can now reach all the way round and
link her hands, and when her 21 year old
son sees her enter a r oom he says: “Wow!”
Lynne is able to walk mor e, frequently
hopping off a bus before her usual stop
to get some exercise en route, and is
undertaking a LearnDirect course at the
YMCA to brush up on her numeracy skills.
She says: “I walk upright now rather than
bent over, and I’ve got my wiggle back!
I feel absolutely fantastic. I’ve got lots of
energy and I’m eating healthily. My friends
can’t believe the confidence I’ve got.”

MEETING AND EATING!
Cook and taste courses in Gr eets Green are giving local people a chance
to meet new friends and brush up on their culinary skills.
Cookwell courses are run by Sandwell
Primary Care Trust with the aim of
helping people to lear n about cooking
and healthy eating in a fun and
enjoyable way.
Sessions in Greets Green take place
at Wood Lane Community Centre.
Participants decide what they want to
cook each week - snacks, meals or
puddings – and the Food Team
supplies the rest. One recent class
created a mouthwatering sweet potato
soup with garlic bread, followed by a
bread and butter pudding.
Emma Price, Food Development
Worker, said: “It’s about getting people
to cook healthy foods and showing them how quick, easy and tasty it can be.
It doesn’t have to be expensive to have a balanced diet.”
Topics covered on the course include the balance of good health, r eading food
labels, choosing healthier convenience foods, quick meal ideas, and cutting down
on fats, sugar and salt.
Everything cooked on the
day can be eaten after each
session or taken home to shar e
with your family, so why not
come along and join in the fun?

i

For dates and times,
call Emma Price on
0121 612 2962.
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Take your partners
Toe-tapping tea dances at West Bromwich Town Hall,
run by Greets Green Partnership’s Active Lifestyles
project, are proving popular with local residents.
The ‘Summer Special’ tea dance in July attracted
more than 50 residents and included a sequence
dancing teacher to help get people up on their
feet and moving in time with the music.

8

live music, hot drinks, squash and biscuits - all
for £1.50. And they’re a great way of socialising
and making friends.

Pam Jackson, of Swan Village, is among those
who have been regularly attending the tea
dances. She says: “People are enjoying it. I think
it brings back memories for some people and it’s
a really good afternoon out.”

If you’d like to join in the fun, dig out your
dancing shoes and simply turn up on the day.
The September tea dance has already taken
place but there’s a ‘Christmas Special’ tea
dance including festive food taking place on
Thursday 13th December.

The tea dances are held on the last Thursday of
selected months from 1.00pm to 3.30pm. There’s

i
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For more details call Nathan Moore, Active
Lifestyles Co-ordinator, on 07817 009062.

PARTNERSHIP NEWS Crime & Community Safety

Grassroots drive
to cut crime
Residents in Greets Green are being encouraged to
set-up local Neighbourhood Watch groups to encourage
communities to work together to help stop crime and
make their area a safer place.
Members meet regularly to discuss
ways of fighting crime and ar e
encouraged to report suspicious
incidents to the Police. Officers
provide crime prevention advice
and pass on information about
local crime.
Being part of a group gives residents
greater peace of mind by knowing that
their neighbours are keeping an eye
open for them, and can even mean
lower insurance premiums.
Wood Lane Community Centre is one of
the places where Neighbourhood Watch
meetings will take place. Community
Development Worker, Reg Manning

(pictured above) who is based at the
Centre, is working on the initiative with
Phil Hartley, Crime & Community Safety
Theme Leader for Greets Green
Partnership and local Police.
Reg said: “There are no Neighbourhood
Watch schemes in Greets Green at
the moment and that’s something
we want to change. I’ll be liaising with
various groups across the area. We’ll
be helping residents to get started
and ensuring they have the necessary
support if they want to set-up a
Neighbourhood Watch group.”

i

If you would like to find out mor e,
call Reg Manning at Wood Lane

Community Centre on 0121 525 2772 or
Phil Hartley at Greets Green Partnership
on freephone 0800 953 0215.

PARTNERSHIP NEWS Health

DIRECTORY NOW AVAILABLE
A new directory of mental health
services in Greets Green has been
published to raise awareness about
the various organisations which are
able to help local people and their
families.
The directory offers a one stop shop
of useful information for mental health
issues and will also be used by health
and other professionals to signpost
people to the right services.
It includes inspiring case studies
featuring people who have themselves
needed help for their mental health,
and a comprehensive A-Z of around
50 local and national organisations.
Julie Davies, Greets Green Healthy
Minds Co-ordinator, said: “It will be
useful to both professionals and people
with mental health issues and the
general public.

“It lists as many services as we could
think of in the local and wider area,
including helpline numbers, how to
access community mental health
teams, voluntary organisations like
MIND, older people’s and family
services, and general well-being.

“We found there is a lack of knowledge
and a lack of insight about mental
health. For example, people can
suffer with anxiety, stress and
depression and not realise it. Hopefully
this directory will raise awareness and
help people to access the services
which can help them.”
The directory is out now and is being
distributed to GP surgeries, community
organisations and libraries.

i

If you’d like a copy of the Healthy
Minds Directory, call Julie Davies
on 0121 553 7074.

Celebrate World Mental Health Day
with the Healthy Minds team at West
Bromwich Town Hall on Wednesday
10th October from 10.00am. Dance,
yoga, creative arts, food tasting and
complimentary therapies.
Greets Green Magazine October/November 2007
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COMMUNITY PAGE

If you would like your community group or organisation to be featured on this page,
contact Communications & PR Manager, Brian McKinstrie, at Greets Green
Partnership on Freephone 0800 953 0215 or email brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk

STEP BACK IN TIME AT OAK HOUSE
An historic building tucked away in Greets Green offers an interesting visit for adults,
lots of activities for children and the chance to become involved in its future.

Forthcoming events
include:
I Tuesday 23rd October to Friday

26th October - Halloween Half
Term Fun. Spooky drop-in
workshops from 10.30am 12.30pm, and 2.00 - 4.00pm.
I Saturday 27th October - Spooky
Saturday Muggles Magical
Mayhem. Harry Potter themed fun
day with magic and entertainment
for all the family from 3.00 - 7.00pm.
I Sunday 2nd December Cinderella's Christmas. Visit
Cinderella with costumed characters,
children's entertainment and fun
from 12 noon - 4.00pm.
I Monday 10th December - Carols
with the Salvation Army at
7.00pm. Booking in advance is
essential for this.

Oak House is a half-timbered yeoman's house built around 1590. It is fur nished
with Tudor and Jacobean fur niture, and decorated with original 17th century wall
panelling. There are also lots of replica items on show which help bring it alive to
show off its history.
Children from Greets Green might know it better than their par ents, as it offers a
range of educational programmes based on the Tudors. Younger children can travel
back in time by dressing in costume and meeting Tudor characters as they lear n
about homes, toys and games in the period.
Older pupils get the chance to also dr ess up and meet costumed characters, and
take on the roles of either rich or poor Tudors and learn about their occupations.
For adults, there are occasional ghost hunting nights!
This summer, Oak House was the venue for the Gr eets Green Family Fun Day
and has also seen lots of summer fun, with plenty of activities to keep childr en
entertained. Youngsters enjoyed a W ild Summer Fun Day, drop-in workshops,
a Robin Hood Adventures event with storytelling, balloon modelling, face painting
and craft workshops. Many local people still do not know that Oak House exists
on their doorstep. It’s well worth a visit.
The Friends of Oak House Museum and Barns support the work of the Museum and
promote Oak House. They help by fundraising and even dressing up in period
costumes and appearing at events.
The group holds social members meetings on the first T uesday of every month in
the classroom alongside Oak House. The next meetings, which
local people are welcome to attend, will take place on 6th
November and 4th December.

i

For more information about visiting Oak House
in Oak Road, West Bromwich, or about joining
the Friends of Oak House, call 0121 553 0759.
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HOME SWEET HOME
Sandwell Homes’ improvement
programme, which has been
sweeping through Greets
Green, is making a real
difference to people’s lives.
Work is taking place throughout
Sandwell, but thanks to the close
working relationship between
Sandwell Homes and Greets Green
Partnership, tenants in Greets Green
are among the first to benefit.
In the April/May issue we featur ed some
of the external works taking place such
as re-roofing, repointing and guttering.
But it’s often inside where residents are
really enjoying the improvements, with
new, modern facilities and homes that
will enjoy the warmth of central heating
come winter.

shows them which colour choices ar e
available and provides a point of contact
if the tenant has any queries or pr oblems.
Once the work has been completed, a
Sandwell Homes Project Officer inspects

the property to ensure it has been
finished to the appropriate standard.

i

To find out more about the
improvement programme, call
Sandwell Homes on 0121 569 6500.

Sandwell Homes has been working
on the improvement scheme with
Connaught Partnerships Limited,
Taylor Woodrow Construction and
Wates Living Space.
So far, the second phase of the
programme in Greets Green, which
started last November, has seen these
improvements made to homes across
the area:
G 361 new kitchens fitted
G 269 new bathrooms
G 398 homes rewired
G 275 homes fitted with central heating
G 382 homes re-roofed
The work is being carried out to bring
all council-owned homes in the ar ea up
to the Government’s Decent Homes
Standard by 2010.
Decent Homes is a standard which
all social housing must meet. It states
that homes must be in a r easonable
state of repair, have effective insulation
and efficient heating, and have a
kitchen less than 20 years old and
a bathroom less than 30.
A survey team inspects homes to see
what work is required and then a plan
of work is drawn up. Tenants are
allocated a Customer Liaison Officer
who explains the work to be carried out,

My new-look home!
Widow, Hilda Poxon, lives in a
bungalow in Turner Street where
Sandwell Homes has installed a
new, modern kitchen, new
bathroom fittings and undertaken
an electrical upgrade.
Hilda, aged 74, says she’s enjoying her
great new surroundings. “Sandwell
Homes have put a new toilet, a new
sink, a new floor and have done some

lovely redecoration. It’s the first time the
bungalow has been decorated since
I’ve been here and it’s great. Now I’m
just waiting for a new fr ont and back
door.” she explains.
“The improvement work can be slow to
reach you, but it’s well worth it. I don’ t
have anything to complain about. The
workers were pretty quick and were
great when they were doing the work.”
Greets Green Magazine October/November 2007
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS Housing & Urban Form

NEW HOMES A STEP CLOSER
Work is underway to create brand new housing in the Housing Assessment Area (HAA) in
Greets Green which will better meet local needs.
A total of 116 properties in the HAA area have now
been acquired by Sandwell Council. Seventeen
houses have been demolished in Chapman Street
and demolition work will soon be starting on the
other side of the road and in Dartmouth Street.

making regular patrols and rubbish collections. Lots
of residents living in the clearance area have already
taken up the offer of a New Homes Grant and several
have received a Property Appreciation Loan to help
them buy a new home.

There will also be more demolition carried out in
Oxford Road. This work is radically altering the
appearance of the area by opening up new views.

Sandwell Council has also recently opened a drop-in
office on Oak Lane where residents can call in with
any queries.

To keep the area free from rubbish and fly-tipping
during the demolition work, a Management of
Clearance team has been out and about in the area

i

If you want to know more about the plans in the
HAA area, call Greets Green Partnership’s Housing
Team on freephone 0800 073 0798.

Adel's joy at ne
Adel Ahmed (pictured left with his
family) is the first to admit he was
originally opposed to the Housing
Assessment Area (HAA)
redevelopment, but now he couldn't
be happier.
He has moved from a three bedroom
house in the clearance area to a new
four bedroom house and says in the
end: "It is one of the best things that has
happened in my life."
He laughs: "I have given the Housing
Team at Greets Green Partnership and
Sandwell Council a lot of grief, but this
development is very exciting. It's changed
my view of the area completely. I am very
impressed with the project and the whole
redevelopment process which I have been
involved in."
Adel had lived in Oxford Road for seven
years and his mortgage was nearly paid
off when he was told it was part of the
clearance area. He was very worried and
initially there were a lot of misunderstandings
about what would happen.
But then he says: "The Housing Team
explained all the different options that
were available and they tried all they
could to help every individual af fected."
When told of the different housing options,
Adel decided on a Laing pr operty on the
new development off Dartmouth Street,
but it all nearly went wr ong when he lost
his job five weeks before the move and
couldn't get a mortgage. Working closely
12
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Claypit Lane moves on
You may have noticed that the final
two properties in the clearance
area on Claypit Lane have now
been demolished, after the residents
had been helped to find new homes
by Greets Green Partnership’s
Housing Team.
The redevelopment programme has
already moved on to its next stage of
building more homes for local people in
two ways as Sandwell Council’s Principal
Partnerships Officer, Alan Martin,
explains: “We’ve been carrying out site
investigations into the ground conditions
and have located some mine shafts

which we have to treat, so the
contractors have been on site doing this.
While that’s happening, we’ve been
putting together the tender documents
to find a developer to work with us to
build new homes. Watch this space!”

i

For more details call Greets Green
Partnership’s Housing Team on
freephone 0800 073 0798.

A month of Housing
Information Events are planned
for November /December –
look out for details.

w home
with Sandwell Council he was able to
receive a Property Appreciation Loan
which is funded by Greets Green
Partnership. This meant that the move
could still go ahead.
He said: "I am really happy with the
outcome. I am now involved with the
HAA Forum and have lear ned a lot from
being involved with the redevelopment
work. I am more confident about
meetings. It has been a r eal learning
process. I have been really impressed
by everyone’s professionalism."

HELP AVAILABLE FOR
LANDLORDS AND TENANTS

Adel’s new four bedroom house with
garage and car parking space is much
better than his former home for himself
and his elderly parents, his wife and
three children.

People looking for homes in Greets
Green will be able to rent with more
peace of mind now that Faza
Hussain, the new Landlord
Accreditation Officer funded by
Greets Green Partnership, is in post.

Summing up he says: "Even though I am
settled in, I still want to be involved in the
future development of the area and I am
very keen for other people to benefit fr om
the redevelopment."

I am now involved
with the HAA Forum
and have learned
a lot from being
involved with the
redevelopment.

And it’s good news for private landlor ds
too, as they can join a scheme which
will give them training and help them
have better access to potential tenants.
Liz Mooney, Landlord Support and
Development Officer, Private Sector
Housing, for Sandwell Council, said:
“Faza’s main role is to work with Gr eets
Green landlords to encourage them to
become accredited and also have their
properties accredited.
“The main Accreditation Scheme was
launched at the beginning of the year
and is already very successful. It offers
a chance for good landlords to be
recognised and to distance themselves
from bad landlords. It also gives them

a contact point at the Council for help
and advice.”
To become accredited, landlords
have to attend a one-day training
session to learn about legal issues,
good management practice and other
relevant issues.
Landlords can then advertise their
accredited properties through Sandwell’s
Choice Based Lettings scheme in one
of the three Property Shops, in 20
neighbourhood offices, on the website
and in the newsletter produced by
Sandwell Homes.
Liz said: “Faza will be high pr ofile in
Greets Green – street walking to identify
privately rented properties, meeting with
landlords on a one-to-one basis and
holding local meetings.”

i

Landlords and tenants can find out
more by contacting Faza Hussain
on 0121 569 5145.
Greets Green Magazine October/November 2007
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS Jobs & Skills

A Celebration of Achievement
Young people in Greets Green are building a brighter future for themselves thanks to the
Building Skills for the Community pr oject, managed by TOPPS (Training Opportunities,
Personal and Practical Skills).
Funded by Greets Green Partnership since
2003, TOPPS has provided disadvantaged
local young people with the opportunity to
learn a trade and gain employment in the
construction industry. Aimed at 16-19 year
olds, the project has offered those who
may come from a broken home, have been
excluded from school, or have a criminal
record, a second chance in life.
A special celebration event took place in
September at West Bromwich Town Hall to
acknowledge the achievements of the 25
current trainees who are working towards
careers in the construction industry.
They received their awards from local
boxing hero, Richie Woodhall, (former
World Super-Middleweight Champion)
whose life as a boxer r equired dedication,
determination and self-confidence - values
which match the aims of the Building Skills
for the Community project.

Award nominees

Jarred Britton and Oliver Deeming (pictur ed here with Richie Woodall),
have both been nominated for
the 2007 NHBC Youth Build,
National Youth Builder of the
Year award.
The Building Skills in the
Community project has had a big
impact on them both. 18 year old
Oliver is doing really well as a
plasterer and has the promise of
a job with a local contractor.
“I hadn’t been to school for years
and was always getting into tr ouble
with the Police,” Oliver says.
“My so-called friends were putting
peer pressure on me to go down
a path that I didn’t want to take.
TOPPS has changed my life for the better and given me a goal to r each for. Now I
want to get my own flat, pass my driving test and enjoy a better life.”
17 year old Jarred is now enjoying work as a bricklayer . He explains: “Before I joined
TOPPS I was always getting into trouble. The course has made my life so much better.
I have worked on everything fr om house extensions to garden walls and block paving.
I hope to get a full time job at the end of my training”.

i
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For more information call Chris Nightingale, TOPPS project manager on
0121 421 5514.
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Facts & figures
The Building Skills for the Community
project has:I Recruited and supported 88 young
people from disadvantaged
backgrounds living in Greets Green
I Supported 89% of trainees to
complete Foundation Construction
Awards in both multi-skills and in
trade specific qualifications
I Supported 96% of trainees to
progress to NVQ Level 2 or equivalent
programmes
I Forecast 93% positive employment
destinations on the current programme
I Supported 100% of trainees to
achieve their CSCS card to enable
them to work on-site
I Supported 100% of trainees to
complete accredited Health & Safety
and First Aid training
I Had a trainee awarded the 2006
NHBC Youth Build, National Youth
Builder of the Year award.
I Had a further two young people
nominated for the 2007 award.
The winner will be announced at
the awards, hosted at the House of
Commons, on 11th October 2007.

Looking at a safer future
Businesses in the Albion Road ar ea in Greets Green can look forward to
a more secure future now a brand new CCTV system has been installed.
It has taken more than a year since the scheme was
first planned, but all the poles are now up, the cameras
have been positioned and the monitoring system is up
and running.
The plan was drawn-up after firms in the Albion Business
Consortium voted to create a Business Improvement District
(BID).This means that local businesses agr ee to pay an
extra contribution to their rates to fund extra services and
improvements. Among their priorities were new directional
signs, which were designed last year, but their top priority
was cutting crime.

He said it has taken a lot of work to r each this point and to
get agreement from everybody about where the cameras
should be installed.
A special monitoring centre has been created where a team
of staff watch the cameras, keep an eye on the area, and alert
the Police if necessary. As a result of CCTV evidence a number
of criminals have been identified and pr osecuted by the Police.

i

For more information call Greets Green Partnership’s
Crime & Community Safety Theme Leader, Phil Hartley
on freephone 0800 953 0215.

Chairman of the Albion BID Co Ltd, Stuart Fell (pictur ed below
with colleagues) said: "The CCTV cameras have been paid for
by Greets Green Partnership and the cost of monitoring has
come out of the BID money. It's taken over a year to get all the
cameras installed, but we’re pleased with the results.”
There are eight cameras to watch over the Albion Road ar ea,
plus four ANR cameras which r ecord car number plates and
check for wanted or illegal cars.
Stuart added: "The biggest problem in the area is the amount
of business crime and burglary, particularly at evenings and
weekends. There are only businesses in this ar ea, so there are
a lot of problems and crime when the workers ar en’t around.”
In the control room... left to right: Chief Superintendent Dugmore,
Ally Allerson, Executive Director, Greets Green Partnership, Stuart Fell
of West Bromwich Tool & Engineering and Councillor Bob Badham.

Greets Green Magazine October/November 2007
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS Community Services

PAUL STILL PLAYS HIS PART
A former Neighbourhood Rep who still puts
a lot back into helping out in the ar ea is our
latest Community Hero.
Paul Green continues to sort out pr oblems for people even
though he’s no longer a Rep. And he also enjoys contributing
to his community through the football team he’s set up.
Paul, who has lived in the area for 25 years, said: “I was elected a
Neighbourhood Rep after Greets Green Partnership had been going
for two years. I still have my say and people tell me things, and I go
to as many meetings as I can because I’ve got a big mouth!”
He helps out local people who have dif ficulties they can’t sort
out, such as when he found out about an elderly woman who
couldn’t get rubbish cleared from outside her house. Paul said:
“I got in touch with the Council and they said they couldn’ t
clear it, but I managed to get it collected. I’ll do anything if
I can help somebody.”
He decided to form the football team because he felt
that local young people needed something to do. The
team plays on Sundays at Farley Park and has helped
build a good community atmosphere.
“My two brothers in law and I started the team a couple
of years ago for my son, his cousin and his mates to play ,”
says Paul. “It’s gone from there and we’ve come second in
the league both years running and have now been pr omoted
to the Sandwell Premier League.”

i

If you know someone who deserves to be recognised
as a Community Hero, call Brian McKinstrie at Greets
Green Partnership on 0121 532 6835.

No need to go it alone!
Numbers have been growing at Greets Green Partnership meetings now
that residents don’t have to venture along on their own. A new buddying
scheme is being run by the Neighbourhood Reps to make r esidents feel
more comfortable about going to meetings.
Jessica Ferguson, Hambletts South Neighbourhood Rep said: “Once residents
have been to one meeting, they will often go to others, but it can be daunting
to go along to start with. This new scheme means that r esidents can contact
a Neighbourhood Rep and ask them to go with them to the meeting so that
they don’t have to walk in on their own.”
Transport can also be arranged to and fr om the meeting so residents don’t have
any worries about getting there or home afterwards.
Jessica said she heard recently of a woman with a problem in her area, so she
took her along to a meeting wher e she knew the problem was being discussed.
“She loved it,” says Jessica. “Residents can meet dif ferent people and make
friends, and having a local issue you want sorting out is a good talking point.”
Brenda Barnett from Butler Street was pleased that Jessica accompanied her
to a recent meeting. She was concerned about a local problem, but after going
to her first meeting with Jessica, has continued going r egularly on her own.
Brenda said: “I don’t think people are pushing themselves to go to meetings
and they should. I’m pleased I went.”

16
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If you would like a Neighbourhood Rep to accompany you to a meeting in
Greets Green, call Jackie Owen, Reps Support Of ficer on 0121 533 3191.

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY

All Neighbourhood Forum meetings
start at 6.30pm. The North Forum
covers Hambletts North, Hambletts
South, Carters Green, West
Bromwich Central, Lodge Road
and Swan Village, while the South
Forum covers Oak House North,
Oak House South and Greets Green.

FIGHT CRIME AT FORUM MEETINGS
Come along to one of Gr eets Green
Partnership’s Neighbourhood Forum
meetings – it could help solve a
crime or a problem with anti-social
behaviour in your area.
The new Police Community Support
Officers (PCSOs), or regular Police
Officers, now attend the meetings so that
residents can meet them face to face.
And the result is that more crime-related
problems are being sorted out.
Sgt Tim Donovan explains: “We now get
to find out about the little things before
they become big things. People do use
the anti-social behaviour hotline, but if they
don’t get a response straight away, they
stop ringing and we think the pr oblem’s
gone away. Once we know what the
problems are, we can deal with them and
report back when the problem’s been
solved. That’s good news for everyone.”

Action taken!
G

G

Edith Street: Residents complained
about drug dealing on the basketball
court. The Police increased their
patrols and targeted known criminals.
Carden Close: Residents were
concerned that youths were
congregating at the back of Chapter
House, causing problems in Dudley
Street and neighbouring roads. Rubbish
was being dropped and there was some
minor criminal damage. The Police
monitored it over four weeks, and
started more foot and bike patrols.
Greets Green Partnership fitted a CCTV
camera in the area.

It’s not just the Police who attend
Neighbourhood Forums. Residents can
also talk to representatives from other
services providers including Sandwell

All residents are welcome at both
forums. The next Forums will be on:
SOUTH
Thursday 8th November
Wood Lane Community Centre
Tuesday 12th February
Ryders Green Day Centre
NORTH
Tuesday 15th January
West Bromwich Town Hall
Tuesday 4th March
West Bromwich Town Hall
Service Charter Review Forum
Tuesday 4th December
West Bromwich Town Hall
Homes, the Greets Green Environment
Team, local Councillors and Greets
Green Partnership.

i

For more information about
Neighbourhood Forums, call the
Community Services Team on freephone
0800 953 0215.

The annual Greets Green Christmas Festival
will take place this year on
Saturday 8th December.
It will be held at the
Memorial Gardens and
promises carols, children’s
fun fair rides, games and
fireworks to round off the afternoon.
Residents can find out more about all
the projects funded by Greets Green
Partnership and can enjoy browsing the
different stalls run by local community
organisations and charities.

Watch out for full details!
Greets Green Magazine October/November 2007
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greetnews
a round-up of Partnership and Community news

Become a Rep
Election time is here again – giving
local residents a chance to choose
their Neighbourhood Reps for the
Board of Greets Green Partnership –
or become Reps themselves.
In October, the
Electoral Reform
Society will write
to residents
about the
election and
invite them to
stand and to
register to vote.
Election
candidates
will then be
announced and a postal ballot will take
place during November. The results will
be confirmed at a Board meeting of
Greets Green Partnership in December.

You can make a difference...
Community Services Officer, Bob
Lloyd, said: “As a Neighbourhood
Representative, you can play a vital
role in changing Greets Green for the
future. If you want to be an active
citizen, this is your chance to sit on
the Board of Greets Green Partnership
and make a difference to the place
where you live.”
There are nine neighbourhoods that
make up Greets Green and each
elects a Neighbourhood Rep every
two years. There are five wards this
year with vacancies or which are
up for re-election: Oak House
South, Oak House North, Greets
Green, Hambletts North and
Lodge Road area.
Jackie Owen, Representative Support
Officer helps all Reps learn new skills
and provides guidance where needed.
If any Reps have any problems or
queries, they simply contact Jackie.

i

To find out more, call Bob Lloyd
or Jackie Owen at Greets Green
Partnership on freephone
0800 953 0215.
18

Greets Green Magazine October/November 2007

If you have any news get in touch.
Call Barbryn on T: 01564 741847,
E: susan@barbryn.co.uk or the Greets
Green Partnership on T: 0800 953 0215,
E: brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk

NEW ENGLISH
CLASSES

Women who don’t speak English and are too nervous to go to mainstr eam
classes are learning in a new class cr eated just for them.
The Confederation of Bangladeshi Organisations has set up the class which runs on
Friday mornings at KK Fancy Tex in the High Street to target hard-to-reach women in
the community. The group is a mix of ages, and includes women who have just come
to Britain to get married, and others who have lived her e for years but never thought
of learning English.
CBO Programme Manager, Shabud Ullah, said: “We have one Afghan lady who never
had any education in Afghanistan and she is doing r eally well and will go on to mor e
formal learning with ESOL.
“Women come in for tea, cof fee and a chat and the only condition is that they have to
speak in English. We have 17 women attending the sessions and they have become
more proactive and empowered.”

i
NEW coaches for Greet Green
If you’d like to join the waiting list for the course, call Shabud Ullah on 0121 500 5441.

Greets Green has
three new FA Level 2
football coaches
thanks to the UEFA
Hat-trick project.
Abdur Obeed, Imran
Khan and Scott Lloyd
Imran Khan
Abdur Obeed
gained the qualification Scott Lloyd
after undertaking a one week course. This was followed by a six month assessment,
including 16 hours of community football work in Gr eets Green, plus learning about
fitness, health and first aid, and passing a two day test of their skills.
Imran works with local men’s teams; Abdur helps to deliver sport at Lodge Primary School;
and Scott, a sixth former at George Salter High School, works as a community coach.

i

Other would-be coaches are now expected to follow in their footsteps as part of the
Hat-trick project. For further information call Rus Smith on 0871 271 9840 or email
russel.smith@wbacp.co.uk

Looking to start your own business?
Come along to the Business Start up and Gr owth Show, on Thursday 8th
November at Walsall FC, Bescot Stadium. Market place exhibition, series
of seminars, workshops and networking opportunities – FREE entry.

i

Telephone 01384 360632 or email support@staddlestone.fsnet.co.uk for more
information and to book your tickets.

NURSERY PLACES AVAILABLE
Within just seven weeks of opening, the nursery at Greets Green Children’s
Centre had scored ‘good’ on every single point in its first Ofsted inspection.
The nursery is run by West Bromwich YMCA and offers quality, affordable childcare for
children aged 0 – 5. Stephen Bavington,
YMCA Marketing Manager, said: “This
is really exceptional. We’re absolutely
delighted with the way the nursery and
the whole Children’s Centre has
dovetailed into the community.
“Places are still available in the nursery
which has all brand new facilities and
offers excellent childcare.”

i

To find out more, call Greets Green
Children’s Centre on 0121 533 1764.

Teenager seeks sponsor
Amie Lousie Weaver, a student at
Sandwell College, has been selected
to represent England in an
international kickboxing contest
but she needs to find a sponsor
The Greets Green Magazine arrives
to support her financially to
through
your door every two months, thanks
ensure she can get to the
to
a
team
of dedicated local deliver ers.
event in Italy this month.

Deliverers
needed

Amie needs to raise £600 for her
travel and accommodation and is
desperately seeking the support
of well-wishers.

i

If you can help, please contact
Amie direct on 0782 896 3170
or Dhiren Katwa at Sandwell
College on 0121 253 6807.

Can you help?
We are looking for new people to cover a number
of the neighbourhoods that make up the Gr eets
Green Partnership area.

i

Interested? Call Communications &
PR Manager Brian McKinstrie on
freephone 0800 953 0215
to find out more.

Looking after your mental health
In partnership with the Greets Green Healthy Minds project, Sandwell Mind is
offering a free eight week course which looks at ways we can look after our
mental health.
The course is free for residents living in Greets Green and will focus on ways of
coping with stress and times of anxiety, and generally keeping emotionally well.
Topics will include food and mood, exer cise, relaxation, self reflection, complementary
therapies, talking treatments, assertiveness, creative expression and group support.

i

For further information, call Sandwell Mind Community Gr oups on 0121 558 3668
or email community.groupwork@sandwellmind.org.uk

Learn skills
for life
The Yemeni Community Association
(YCA) is celebrating its 10th
anniversary with a range of fr ee
‘Skills for Life’ courses for r esidents.
Recent courses include ESOL, ICT,
hair and beauty, mendhi and textiles
and October sees a selection of new
courses starting. Choose from child
minding, numeracy, literacy, introduction
to employability and others!
The courses are only a couple of hours
a week for 10 weeks.
A whole host of other activities and
services can also be found at the YCA
at the Greets Green Access Centre on
Tildasley Street. There’s advice and
pension services, an after school club,
an IT Learning Centre, job club, social
clubs and a youth club.

i

For more information, call in to the
Centre, phone 0121 525 3909 or
log on to www.yca-sandwell.org.uk

Advice service
comes to you
The Confederation of Bangladeshi
Organisations (CBO) is offering an
advice service to local residents.
Help and advice is available on welfar e
benefits, immigration, nationality,
housing and debt, and the
Bangladeshi and Pakistani
communities are particularly being
targeted. The service is also expanding
with an outreach service in Wednesbury,
Tipton and West Bromwich.

i

For full details, call CBO Pr ogramme
Manager, Shabud Ullah on 0121 500
5441.
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SAFER
CYCLING

at Newtown
Primary School
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ENJOYING THE WORLD OF WORK

“what do you want to be
when you grow up?”
It’s one of the questions children
get most excited about – and thanks
to a project in Greets Green, local
children have had their eyes opened
to a whole world of possibilities.
The WorkWise project run by Sandwell
Education Business Partnership works

what would
you like to do
for a living?
WorkWise activities have raised
awareness among pupils of all ages
about a whole range of opportunities
for the future. Jobs which have been
highlighted have involved everything
from music and media to construction
and child care. Pupils have enjoyed…
• Visits to attractions such as Alton
Towers, Drayton Manor Park, Think
Tank, Sealife Centre and Black
Country museum, covering themes
such as tourism, marketing and
business
• A local employer visiting schools
to talk about how calibration is
used in industry – making learning
in science more relevant
• Attending careers fairs and
roadshows, including fairs about
jobs in music, fitness and the forces
• Experiencing university life during
residential courses at UCE,
Portsmouth and Wolverhampton
universities
• Museum visits including Ironbridge
Power Station, Walsall’s Leather
Museum and Broadfield House
Glass Museum
• Visiting the seaside for a
comparison with urban life
• Construction skills taster days
where they got a chance to try
plastering, painting, carpentry and
bricklaying
• Local businesses providing mock
interviews
• Theatre performances
20
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with secondary schools across the
district to provide work-related learning
and experiences.
But thanks to extra funding from Greets
Green Partnership, it has been able
to provide additional activities over the
last seven years for George Salter High
School and the area’s five primary
schools - Lyng, Lodge, Guns Village,
Ryders Green and Newtown.
The project started in 2000 and was
originally known as Aim Higher, before
changing its name to WorkWise in 2004.
It has enabled literally hundreds of local
youngsters from aged five upwards to
broaden their horizons thanks to visitors
in class and trips out of school.
Over the last seven years, George Salter
High School pupils have taken part in
many activities off school premises such as
visits to universities and to view employers’
premises. The organisations have always
commented on the good manners and
good behaviour of the students. In 200506 alone, more than 3,400 pupils took part

a plasterer?
in WorkWise activities, supported by 67
different businesses.
WorkWise manager Fiona Stone said: “I
have worked on the WorkWise project for
three years and all six schools have been
a joy to work with. The pupils in all of the
schools behave impeccably and value
every opportunity presented to them.”
The additional local funding for activities
ended this summer, but Sandwell
Education Business Partnership is now
continuing to work with George Salter
High School as part of its borough-wide
programme, while Greets Green’s primary
schools will be trying to continue the ethos
of the work within their own resources.

i

To find out more about WorkWise,
call Fiona Stone on 0121 569 2347.

pupils enjoy hands on
experience
Karen Jones, Acting Head Teacher
of Newtown Primary School, says
pupils have been involved in lots
of creative activities thanks to the
WorkWise project.
These have ranged from bridge building
and construction workshops to visits
to Ironbridge and the Black Country
Museum.
She explained: “WorkWise has been
tremendous for us because of the
opportunities it’s made available. The
pupils have really enjoyed everything
and it enthuses them.
“It has enhanced their lear ning and
raised standards across the curriculum
because you can’t beat hands on
experience. We want to continue to do
as many things as we can in the futur e.”
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A five-week summer holiday scheme at Wood Lane Community Centre, run by Greets
Green Community Enterprises (GGCE), enabled local youngsters aged 8-12 to enjoy a
whole range of activities from crafts and circus skills to canoeing.
Conygre Arts Centre in Tipton ran
circus skills workshops offering a
chance to learn tricks like stilt
walking and juggling.
Other fun sessions included salsa
classes, arts and crafts, DJ workshops
at the Rhythm Rooms in Darlaston, and
visits to the Malthouse Outdoor Pursuits
Centre in Tipton for challenges such as
rock climbing, canoeing and archery.
Community Development Worker, Reg
Manning, said: “The youngsters were
learning how to get along with each
other and about team building. They
gained new skills and had fun along
the way, building their self esteem.
They all had a great time!”

INTRODUCING
WOODY THE GIANT
Meet Woody the Giant, who’s taken up
residence at Wood Lane Community
Centre after being created by children
this summer.
Youngsters had great fun creating
Woody out of chicken wire, papiermache and plaster bandages. They
then used acrylic paints to give him
some clothes.
Allison Franks, Business Development
Manager for GGCE, who ran the crafts
sessions said: “The kids really enjoyed
making him and I don’t think they
realised he was going
to be quite as big as
he is. He only just fits
under the ceiling!

“We’re calling him Woody of Wood Lane.
He’s going to stand in the main hall
and he might become a bit of a mascot
for the Centre!”

i

For details of all the activities on offer at Wood Lane
Community Centre, call 0121 525 2772.
Young Greets Green Magazine October/November 2007
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Pupils at Newtown Primary School have got on their
bikes to lead a new cycling safety scheme.
In the summer term, Steve Francis from Road Safety Education ran a course
for pupils at the school which is aimed at making them better and safer
cyclists.
He said: "Newtown is the first school in Sandwell which has done this new
initiative. The Government has brought in new safety standards across three
levels. This includes younger children learning safe cycling in the playground,
while older ones are given practical experience on the roads and adults are
taught safety messages as well."
The new standards replace the old cycling proficiency courses. At level one
pupils should have basic control of the bike, such as starting, stopping, using
gears, looking behind and signalling.
Level two covers riding on quiet roads,
passing parked or slower moving vehicles
and making turns. Level three includes
traffic lights, planning your route and busy
roundabouts.
Steve added: "We’re hoping other schools
will take the new standards on so we can
teach lots more pupils."

i
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For more details contact Newtown
Primary School on 0121 557 8504.
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FOOTY AWARDS FOR GEORGE SALTER
Well done George Salter High School
which has won two awards from the
Football Association.
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Having won the title of Charter Standar d
Secondary School for the Birmingham
County FA Area, it then won the
same title for the whole Midlands
region, beating other areas such
as Herefordshire, Staffordshire,
Worcestershire and Shropshire.

There are clubs, inter-school festivals and
coaching courses, plus the school was the
venue for the first-ever Midlands Str eetGames
event at the start of the Summer.

i

To find out more about the football activities
run by the Hat-trick project at George Salter,
call Rus Smith on 0871 271 9840 or
email russel.smith@wbacp.co.uk.
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The FA Charter Standard scheme
rewards schools which show good
football development. George Salter
offers lots of footballing opportunities
for pupils and the local community.

the school is also
the training home
for West Bromwich
Albion Ladies FC?

COMPETITION
CORNER

Congratulations
to Mr W. Mills, Alex Conover and
Ramanbhai G Patel who each
won a £10 voucher from the
August/September competition.

Simply send your entry by 16th November 2007
to: Magazine Competition, FREEPOST GREETS
GREEN PARTNERSHIP (no stamp required).
The first three correct entries out of the hat will
each win a £10 voucher.

Autumn is soon upon us, bringing Halloween & Bonfir e Night so
find all the related words in the grid below to be in with a chance
of winning one of this month’s three £10 shopping vouchers.
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Please fill in your details using BLOCK CAPITALS.
Name:
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