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Issue 17
Front cover: The Eli Fletcher men’s group has
been meeting in Greets Green for more than
50 years and is now on the look out for new
members.

The Greets Green magazine is distributed
to every household in the New Deal for
Communities area, and to other NDCs
nationally. If you live in the Greets Green NDC
area and do not receive a copy then please call
us on freephone 0800 953 0215.
Magazine Contact Details:
Call Barbryn direct on
T: 01564 741847, E: susan@barbryn.co.uk
Or the Greets Green Partnership on
T: 0800 953 0215,
E: brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk
Issue 18 will be published in
June/July 2005.

welcome
Welcome to issue 17 of the Greets Green Magazine. There’s plenty going on
in your area as we start to enjoy the Spring sunshine and lighter evenings.
If you’re over 50, turn to page 4 for our extensive ‘Young at Heart’ feature which
details a host of clubs, groups and services for older people in the local area.
Green fingered residents shouldn’t miss the centre spread which brings news of
the brand new Caroline Street allotments. Now that Spring’s here, why not try
your hand at growing your own flowers and veg?
In this issue, the Pakistani Women’s Steering Group is profiled on our Community
Page. Don’t forget, this is your page, so if you’d like your group or society to be
featured in a future issue, get in touch!
You’ll also find all the regulars – Greet News shares lots of local information;
discover more about some of the Partnership’s latest projects in Partnership News;
and check out what’s happening for young people in Young Greets Green.
Put your feet up and enjoy a good read! And if you’ve any suggestions for stories
we could include next issue, or improvements we could make to the magazine,
please let us know. We’re always keen to hear from you.

Produced on behalf of Greets Green Partnership
by Barbryn Ltd

Happy reading!
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JOHN PADDOCK
Deputy Director
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KATHERINE HEWITT
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E: katherine_hewitt@sandwell.gov.uk
MARIANNE MONRO
Housing Implementation Team
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E: marianne_monro@sandwell.gov.uk
KATE MASSEY
Health
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E: kate.massey@wwb-pct.nhs.uk

ROGER CUNNINGHAM
Education and Lifelong Learning
T: 0121 533 3184
E: roger_cunningham@sandwell.gov.uk
PAT PARKES
Jobs and Enterprise
BRIAN McKINSTRIE
Communications
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Or you can contact any of the team on freephone

0800 953 0215
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LIFE BEGINS AT...
‘WE’RE OVER 50, NOT OVER THE HILL!’ That’s the message from older people in
Greets Green who want to make the most of their retirement years. Greets Green
Partnership is working with a number of organisations to help create a healthier and
safer old age for local people. Here’s a snapshot of some of the many activities
and services on offer throughout the area.

HELP AND ADVICE
AVAILABLE
FOR CARERS
With people living longer in general these days, many of those caring for
elderly relatives are elderly themselves and may need help, advice and
support to stop them feeling isolated.
Greets Green Social Worker, Angela Chick, has been visiting local older people’s
groups to talk about carer issues and to offer advice on the different voluntary
agencies and groups who can support carers.
"As a local Social Worker, my aim is to offer
support early on before major issues arise,"
explained Angela. "Giving carer talks is just
one way in which I hope to make people
aware of the wide range of help available
locally."

Are You a Champion?
Are you a carer or have you been one in the past? Social Worker,
Angela Chick is on the look out for a Carers’ Champion to work with
Greets Green Partnership and look at carers’ issues in the area.

Angela has already been to visit the SWAN
Spring Chicks and the Yemeni Women’s
Luncheon Club amongst others, and is keen
for other groups who would like to learn more,
to come forward.

i If you’d like to find out more, call Angela on 601 2208.

If you are a member of an older person’s
group and are interested in Angela coming
and speaking about carers, give her a call on
601 2208.

Becki Wallman, Greets Green Occupational Therapist, is offering lots of support
to local elderly people.

i

clearance area in
Greets Green?

T

HOU
SI

SUPPO
G
N Do you live in a R

Are you feeling isolated because
your friends and neighbours are
beginning to move away?

If you’re elderly or vulnerable and
need some support until you’re
re-housed, call Angela Chick
on 601 2208.
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IMPROVE YOUR DAY
She says: "My role is to visit local people and improve their quality of life by looking at
both body and mind. This includes providing equipment to help them manage at home,
looking at ways of dealing with stress and depression, and offering support with coping
with day to day life."
A priority for Greets Green Partnership’s Health
theme during the next 12 months is to work
towards a ‘Healthier & Safer Old Age’ for local
people. To kick this off, Becki has been out and
about in the community advising people on how
to avoid falls, talking to local groups, day centres
and sheltered housing complexes.
If you’d like Becki to come and talk to your
community group, or for more information
about the services she can offer, just give her a
ring on 601 2208.

i

LIFE BEGINS AT...

FREE LIFE SAVING SCHEME
Older people in Greets Green can
now take part in a new life saving
scheme thanks to the Greets Green
Neighbourhood Wardens.
The Wardens have been handing out
data pillboxes – a special sealed
container printed with a recognised
symbol, inside which residents can place
their medical details and
emergency contact

information. The container is then kept in
the fridge. Sounds strange, but there’s a
good reason for this. If there was a fire in
your home, your fridge would not burn
and so your important details would be
safe and easily accessible. This could
save your life.

to look for the container in the fridge and
get your important details.

If the emergency services were called to
your home, they would look for a sticker
by the front door. They would then know

Getting out
& about

If you’d like a data pillbox or would like
to ask any questions, contact Warden,
Tony Vogan on 580 4481.

i

A new directory of local social groups
and other services for older people in
Greets Green, will soon be available.
Produced by Agewell, with funding
from Greets Green Partnership and
Wednesbury and West Bromwich
Primary Care Trust, the directory is
packed full of details about local clubs,
groups, activities and services, which local
people can access.

TO DAY LIVING
MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Becki is already making a big difference to the lives of older people in
Greets Green. Here is just one recent example.
Mrs G aged 87 has diabetes and heart failure and lives alone in sheltered
accommodation. When her daughters expressed concerns about her ability to
manage at home safely, she was referred by her heart failure nurse to Becki.
Becki found that Mrs G was not moving around safely and had increasing memory
problems which led to her leaving the gas on and not closing the front door. A
three wheeled walker and other equipment was provided, and falls prevention
advice was given to Mrs G and her daughters. She was also referred to Aids &
Adaptations to be assessed for a walk-in shower.
A test was conducted to investigate Mrs G’s memory problems and ways of
coping with memory loss were discussed. As a result, Mrs G enjoys improved
safety and independence and her carers are less anxious.

Find out about
the local social
groups which
offer bingo,
speaker
events and
arts and
crafts
sessions, as
well as more
specialist
clubs such
as bowling,
drama and the male voice choir.
Healthy activities available locally are
also covered, including Extend gentle
exercise classes, healthy walks, cycle
rides – and more!
And to keep your brain active, the
directory details the education and
lifelong learning opportunities provided
through the Click! Greets Green learning
centres at schools and community
centres throughout the area.

i

If you’d like a copy of the directory
please contact Agewell on 525 7605.
Greets Green Magazine April/May 2005
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LIFE BEGINS AT...

HAVING FUN TOGETHER
The Swan Village & Carters Green Goldies started life almost
two years ago with just 17 members. Now it’s a very active
50-strong club where members enjoy a lot of fun and
laughter.
Chair, Vera Barnes, first launched the Club for older people in
Swan Village, but as word got around and residents from Carters
Green began asking to join, the club was extended.
"Members wanted to be ‘goldies’ not ‘oldies’ and so we came up
with the name," says Treasurer, Joyce Partridge. "We meet every
other Monday at the YMCA at 3pm and always have a free raffle, a
session of bingo and usually a speaker such as a doctor, councillor,
someone from the fire service or Age Concern. We also enjoy
gentle exercise sessions."
Pam Hedges believes that the Club has done a lot
of good things for a lot of people: "I lost my
husband and needed company so my friend
brought me down," she says. "I wasn’t very
confident at first because I didn’t know
anyone, but I’m getting to know them now
and they’re so friendly.

Ray, who enjoys the togetherness of the Club, says: "Life’s too
short to be miserable. You can just come along here
and be yourself."
A variety of trips are arranged each year. "We’ve
been to the Black Country Museum and
Worcester," explains Peter Jones. "We have
new year parties, Easter parade parties,
Christmas parties and lots more."
Swan Goldies costs 60p a session which
includes the free raffle, tea and biscuits. Call
Vera Barnes on 525 9140 to join the waiting list.

i

"Ray lives about 60 yards from me but we’d
never have met if we didn’t come here. We’re
good friends now."

New members welcome at Wood Lane
Exciting times are ahead at Wood Lane Over 50s Club which
is on the look out for new members.

4-5pm at Wood Lane Community Centre and always have a
game of bingo and a raffle.

Janet Sayce, who runs the Club, is planning to organise a range of
trips, activities and social events this year and is asking the
members to decide which types of outings they would like.

"Sometimes it’s nice for everyone just to come along and have a
chat amongst themselves. We have 15 members at present and
new ones are very welcome. The Club is open to everyone over
50 and you can just turn up, see if you like it and then decide if
you want to join."

"I set the Club up because there wasn’t anything for older people
in this area," Janet explains. "We meet every Monday from

Violet Abbott says: "I’ve been coming here since it started
a couple of years ago. It’s an hour out of the house and a
chance to get together."
Wyn Blundell goes along with her husband, John. "It’s a nice
happy atmosphere here and we’re all friends," she says.
"We’ve been to Turners in Northampton for a meal and
show, we play bingo and sometimes have table top sales
when we all bring things along and the proceeds go to the
Club. You’ve got to get out and about instead of looking at
the same four walls."
Wood Lane Over 50s Club costs 50p each week plus 20p
for the raffle and 50p for bingo. For more information, call
Wood Lane Community Centre on 525 2772.

i
6
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LIFE BEGINS AT...

Making front page news
Members of the Wood Lane Over 50s Club have been
hitting the headlines recently in their very own special
editions of the Smethwick Weekly News.
Community artist, Eleanor Hoad from
The Real Monument Company, was
commissioned by The Public to work
with the Club on a local time capsule
project called ‘You are Front Page
News’. Since Christmas, she’s been
helping Vic Webb and Bill Rushton
tell their own life stories through a
‘time travel’ edition of the newspaper.
"The Real Monument Company
creates artwork dedicated to
preserving hidden history through
collaboration, participation and
agitation," explained Eleanor.
"We focus on the importance of every
individual’s opinions and experiences.
We all went to Smethwick archive

library where we found the Smethwick
Weekly News from the weeks Vic and
Bill were born, and took digital photos
of the articles and adverts.
"We then used these to create a special
edition for each of them and their life
story was featured as front page news.
The idea was that we’d gone forward
in time to tell their stories."
Vic and Bill were each presented
with a framed front page of their
own newspaper plus copies to give
to friends and family.

An excerpt from
Bill’s life story
"When the war started we had to do
lessons on the war. We had to listen
to all the news reports on the radio
and take them into history lessons –
that was our homework. I remember
the bombers during the war I particularly remember the noise
they made. It was like a deep growl.
“We had an Anderson shelter in the
back garden. In 1947 it was a very
bad winter and there was a very
deep snow. It was up to the bedroom
window one day and we had to cut
a path through it to get out. We still
had to go to school though!"

To find out more about The Real
Monument Company, call Eleanor
on 07974 934917.

i

An excerpt from
Vic’s life story
"In 1940 I left school age 14. I
signed up for the army early and
lied about my age. When you got
your uniform the hats were all one
size and the boots were as close as
they could find to your actual size this was often quite far off! During
the war I was in the Battle of Falaise
Gap in Normandy.
“We were then known as the rifle
brigade, the motorised infantry now
called the Royal Green Jackets. I
caught a lump of shrapnel while
charging across a field with a 303
rifle and a 6" bayonet. All I heard
was a big bang in my ear hole then
nothing. I was just about conscious
when we got to the first aid tent. A
chappy comes out: ‘Would you like
a cup of tea and a cheese
sandwich?’ I couldn’t even move
my mouth!"
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LIFE BEGINS AT...

HALF A CENTURY OLD
For more than 50 years, the Eli Fletcher Memorial Sons of Rest have been
meeting at 85 Oak Road, and Chair, Stan Green, hopes the Club will continue for
many years to come.
"The Club is named after a local Alderman
and is open to any retired men," he says.
"It offers a good chance to mix with others
your own age and used to have more than
100 members in its hey day. Membership
has tailed off now and so we’re keen to get
more people coming along.

"If you want something to do with your
afternoons, why not join us? I’ve been
coming here for 14 years, but the Club
itself has been going since 1952."
The Eli Fletchers currently meet on
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from
1.30 – 4.30pm at their own premises on

Oak Road and would meet even more
often if membership grows.
Member, John Plant, who goes to the Club
every Tuesday and sometimes on Thursdays
too, says: "I like a game of snooker and we
play cards such as cribbage, and dominoes.
I live locally so it’s easy to get here. I didn’t
know the chaps before but we all have a
cup of tea and a chat."
Anyone interested in joining the Club
can just turn up or call Stan on 689
5489 to find out more.

i

join
the CLUB!
George Salter
Senior Citizens
Bingo and Social
Call Greets Green
Partnership on freephone
0800 953 0215 for more
details.

VISAMO
(Elderly Gujarati Group)
Social, Exercise
Just turn up or call Greets
Green Partnership on
freephone 0800 953 0215
for more details

African Caribbean
Centre Point
Gentle Exercise,
Luncheon Club, Speakers
and Arts & Crafts
Call Pauline Marshall
on 0121 580 1314 or
07957 107958

Ryders Green Methodist
Day Centre
Specialist care for local
people who are ill or
housebound.
Call Pat Briscoe on
0121 520 5367

New Horizons
Fellowship
for the Disabled
Social, Bingo, Raffles and
other activities. Call Jim
Pearce on 0121 532 7182

8
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Sikh Health
Improvement Group
Heart Start, Extend Gentle
Exercise classes, First Aid,
Basic Food Hygiene
training. Call Jarnail Singh
on 0121 565 1940

Here’s a selection of some of the gr oups
for older people in Greets Green. Why not
give them a try?
Spring Chicks
Women Over 50s
Gentle Exercise, Social,
Talks, Craft Activities
Call Elaine Knowles on
0121 553 7074
Monday Club
Dartmouth Street Seventh
Day Adventist Church
Call Eliza Mitchell on
0121 525 3696

Exercise Class
Call Theresa Francis on
0121 601 6346
Farley Park Community
Centre
Call the Community Centre
on 0121 520 4712 for more
details about the different
groups run from the Centre

Clock Tower Over 60s
Call Beryl & Ray Evans on
0121 533 1386 to join the
waiting list

University of 3rd Age
(U3A)
Lifelong learning, relax,
learn new skills, tea, chat
Call Bob Tidmarsh on 0121
357 8537 or 07939 226193

Elim Group
Lunch group
Call Pam Mason
on 0121 580 0068
Extend Gentle

Yemeni Elderly Group
Yemeni Community
Association
Call Abdul Alkash on 0121
525 3909 for more details

Q&A YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED...
Mark O’Nions, Greets Green Home
Maintenance Project Manager, helps
with your DIY queries.
Q I have a large mirror which I would like to fix to the
wall, but don’t know where to start. Can you help?
A Assuming the wall is brick, you will need to drill some holes
into the wall, but must check first that there aren’t any hidden
pipes or wires. Look for visible clues such as taps or plug
sockets nearby. Pipes or wires will normally run vertically or
straight across, horizontally. To be absolutely sure, you could
borrow a pipe and wire detector from the Community Tool Loan
Scheme, as well as the other tools you need.
Q What is PPE?
A PPE stands for Personal Protective Equipment. To hang a
mirror, for example, you would need safety goggles, dust mask
and ear muffs or plugs as making a hole in masonry is extremely
noisy. Make sure children and animals are in a different room
while you drill holes to protect them from dust and
noise. Try to catch the dust on a sheet or hold a
Q How do I know which colour wall plugs to buy?
vacuum close under the bit as you drill (shadow
A As well as differences in length, screws also come in different
vacuuming).
thicknesses. This is expressed as a number which roughly means the size
of the screw head. The bigger the number, the thicker the screw. Yellow
Q Do TCT drill bits come in one size?
wall plugs are for number four, six and eight screws. Red plugs are for
number six, eight and 10 screws and Brown plugs are for 10, 12 and 14
A No. The size you choose depends on the fixing
sized screws. Some screws may fit more than one colour plug. Number
you intend to use. The drill has to match the wallplug,
eight is most common, along with number 10.
which in turn has to match the size of screw. The
most commonly used drill bit sizes are 7mm for
brown plugs and 5.5 or 6mm for red plugs.

All this information is always stamped on the waste plastic between the
wall plugs. Alternatively, just ask at the shop when you buy them.

Q What is a wall plug?
A A wall plug is a small hollow plastic core which is
generally yellow, red or brown. Once you have drilled a hole
in masonry, the wall plug should fit snugly into the hole. The
screw is then inserted into the plug, forcing the plastic to
spread out in the hole and the screw to grip tightly into the
plastic for a secure fixing.

Q My neighbour said the bricks in old houses are
as hard as iron and are very difficult to drill. What do
you suggest?
A As a Greets Green resident, the easiest thing you can do
is join the Home Maintenance Project Community Tool Loan
Scheme, which is free. You can borrow a powerful rotary driller
which should cope with the hardest bricks.

Q Do I need a special drill to make holes in masonry?
A Yes, both your driller and drill bit need to be suitable for masonry.
The driller needs to have a hammer facility ie a switch which makes the
drill bit vibrate (hammer) in and out as it turns so that it chisels a hole
into the wall. The actual drill bit should be tungsten carbide tipped (TCT).
This looks the same as a normal drill bit, but instead of having a cutting
edge at the end, it has a separate small chisel shaped tablet of metal
fixed to it - tungsten carbide.

Q Can I join the tool loan scheme
immediately?
A

Yes, but before we can allow you to borrow the
power tools, you have to attend our one day Safety
In The Home & Power Tool Use course. Don’t forget,
once you’ve attended one of our courses, we can
also give you support and one to one assistance in
your own home while you undertake your own DIY.

For more information about the Home Maintenance Project, which offers advice and training in DIY,
call Project Manager, Mark O’Nions on 525 9277.
Greets Green Magazine April/May 2005
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COMMUNITY PAGE

If you would like your community group to be featured on this page,
contact Communications Officer, Brian McKinstrie, at Greets Green
Partnership on 533 3188 or email brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk

PAKISTANI
WOMEN’S
GROUP
by Rukhsana Hussain

The Pakistani Men’s and Women’s
Steering Groups were established
in June 2004. Their objectives were
to meet the growing needs and aspirations of the
Pakistani community in Greets Green.
Due to the intricacies of Asian culture, it was necessary to
have separate Men’s and Women’s Steering Groups. As a result,
we have been successful in attracting women to the Group.
The Groups have already achieved a great deal. A Women’s
Development Worker has been appointed (we hope the Men’s
Worker will soon be in post) and a business plan has been
submitted to refurbish the land and building behind Dartmouth
Road Jammia Mosque.
We hope this will become the base for the community. A launch

event for the Women’s group took place at the Town Hall last
August and the first draft of the constitution has been completed.
We are holding a Pakistani Women’s Health Awareness Day on
Monday 9 May, 9.30am - 4.30pm, at Lodge Road Community
Centre. We will promote the Group and offer opportunities to
discuss any health issues with female advisors in confidence.
This is following the recent success of a similar event held for men
within the community.
The Women’s Steering Group meets on the second Monday
of the month at OSCAR on Lodge Road. Please feel free to
pop in and make your voice heard. If you would like more
information, please ring Nadia Farhat on 553 5963.

i

Pakistani community welcomes Nadia
Greets Green Partnership’s new Pakistani Women’s Worker, Nadia Farhat, is working closely with the local Pakistani
Women’s Steering Group to improve services within the community.
Nadia Farhat joined the Partnership on 31st January as the new
Pakistani Development Worker. She’s based at 117 Claypit Lane
and will be raising the needs of the Pakistani community with
service providers, as well as developing activities.

local needs and identifying any gaps in service provision for
women," says Nadia. "I’ve already undertaken a needs analysis
to see which services women are currently using and how to
improve uptake of these services."

"I’m looking at the services currently available to see if they meet

Regular coffee mornings are being held at Lodge Road
Community Centre so that Nadia can meet Pakistani women
and discuss issues with them in an informal setting. At the
Pakistani Women’s Health Awareness Day in May, women
can find out more about a range of health issues including
smoking, healthy eating and post natal depression. There’ll
also be Mehndi, Indian head massage and reflexology, plus
Mirpurri translators and crèche facilities.
Nadia previously carried out community development work
with Walsall College and also set up a Pakistani women’s
organisation in Walsall. She’s now looking forward to
improving services for Pakistani women in Greets Green.
To find out more about any of the above, call Nadia on
553 5963. A Pakistani Men’s Worker is currently being
recruited to work with the Pakistani Men’s Steering Group.

i
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS Education & Lifelong Learning

POP GOES
THE EASEL!

Terri Heath’s Oak House Museum
A group of Year 10 art students at George Salter High School have been adding a
dash of colour to local landmarks by painting them in the style of famous
American Pop artist, Roy Lichtenstein.

David Dawes’s Carters Green Clock

The landmarks have been carefully chosen by the students to reflect the vibrant and
diverse cultural life of the community. Lichtenstein seemed the perfect artist to make
people look afresh at these familiar places.
Greets Green Partnership is funding the project and the paintings will be exhibited in
the Partnership’s Office on the High Street.
Art teacher, Kate Sweeney, who is organising the work, is full of praise for the students’
paintings. "They have been working with immense enthusiasm," she said. "We hope
that everyone who sees the paintings will look at the locations with a new perspective."

i

George Salter High School can be
contacted on 553 4665.

Claire Rowley’s Farley Canopy & Clock

Disney
comes to
WORKERS GAIN AWARDS
Greets Green
Greets Green’s Community Learning Workers are practising what they preach!

Come and tap your feet to ‘Disney
Through the Years’ at the annual
Vocal Skills Community Concert.
The Concert will take place on
Tuesday 5th July at West Bromwich
Town Hall. Youngsters from Lyng,
Lodge, Newtown, Guns Village and
Ryders Green Primary Schools will
all be joining the 250 strong choir,
along with pupils from George
Salter High School.
For more information call Roger
Cunningham at Greets Green
Partnership on 533 3188.

i

The 10 workers have recently completed an Adult Learner Support level 2 unit,
‘Working in the Community’, as part of their induction and have been awarded a City
& Guilds certificate of unit credit. The next step is to gain a qualification in information
advice and guidance.
The workers are based at
schools and community venues
throughout Greets Green,
creating a local network of
learning. If you’d like to learn
something new, speak to a
Community Learning Worker
who can make it happen.
You can also call Stinder Johl,
Community Access Points
Project Manager on 532 6885.

i
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Taking shape... work is nearing completion at the Caroline Street Allotments.

GOING GREEN
AT NEW
COMMUNITY
ALLOTMENTS

Thanks to a huge
partnership effort, the
Caroline Street Allotments
are nearing completion,
bringing a fantastic
community resource to
Greets Green.

Cooking
demonstrations
● Gentle exercise
sessions
● Community
cookbook
● English language
classes
and much, much
more... all coming soon!
●
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Naseem Ahmed,
Greets Green
Neighbourhood Warden
I am very excited to be part of a project that has immense
potential. My involvement in the project was inspired by my
mother who suffers from a range of illnesses like rheumatics and
arthritis due to a lack of exercise. Language barriers meant my
mother was unable to integrate into society or access services.
The Community Allotments will host a range of activities for all
sections of the community. They will recognise the needs of the
multicultural community that resides within Greets Green by engaging
disadvantaged groups in horticultural activities that relate to a
common interest and a way of life for most BME communities.

Local people are already
beginning to enjoy the brand new
allotments and the site will be
fully operational in the next few
weeks.
Funded by Greets Green Partnership,
Sandwell Council and private funds,
the project has been made possible
through local individuals and
organisations including the Council
and Greets Green Neighbourhood
Wardens, all working together.

How it came about
The project began when local
organisations began asking the
Council for allotments so that their
clients could pursue their interest in
gardening and meet new people.
Consultation with the whole Greets
Green community was undertaken to
see whether local people would be
interested in an allotment site and the

feedback showed that a much
broader project was required.
A wide and diverse group of people
were keen to use the site. Dorcas
Housing Association’s elderly and
less mobile clients wanted to do
some gardening.
Youngsters in the 6th Brownies
group wanted to use part of the site
as a wildlife area, students wanted
to develop their practical gardening
design and DIY skills, and both
experienced and novice gardeners
were interested in growing their
own vegetables and flowers and
undertaking gardening and cookery
demonstrations. And so the plans
were born.

The vision takes shape
The Council-owned site is behind
houses in Bromford Lane and has
two gated entranceways. Work has

included clearing and levelling the
site, erecting new metal fencing and
gates, creating raised beds for people
with disabilities and the elderly, and
designing a network of wide, level
and paved pathways.
A small car park has also been
made and the site has been divided
into plots for growing.
Two buildings are now being installed
at the site. One will house toilets, a
store room and office space, while
the other will include a kitchen for
cookery and healthy eating
demonstrations, and a meeting room
for talks and workshops.
Many benefits will be brought to
Greets Green by the Caroline Street
allotments. The project aims to
improve the health, well being and
quality of life of residents, empower
the local community, and develop
skills. It is hoped that certificated
courses in horticulture will be run
from the site in the future.
Plus, community safety will be
improved by creating a safe, secure
environment, and feelings of isolation
amongst local people will be
reduced.

i

How the site looked before work started.

If you’d like to find our more
about the Caroline Street Allotments,
contact Barbara Carroll at Sandwell
Council on 569 3438 or Jim Hall on
569 4010.
Greets Green Magazine April/May 2005

13

PARTNERSHIP NEWS Health

NEW CHILDREN’S CENTRE UNDERWAY
Plans are well underway for a brand new Children’s Centre, based at
Ryders Green Primary School, which is due to open in early 2006.
One of the first steps to making this
a reality is the appointment of Jenny
Mahimbo (right), the new Children &
Families Programme Manager.

support, education, learning and family
/ community health services for the
under 5s in one venue. Its aim is to
strengthen families and communities."

Jenny’s role has two strands –
co-ordinating Greets Green Partnership’s
Children & Families programme and
managing the new Children’s Centre
which will receive funding from the
Partnership. A Children & Families
Community Involvement Worker is
currently being recruited to work
alongside Jenny to increase parental
involvement in the Centre.

So far, Jenny has been working to set
up parents’ forums to gain ideas for
the Children’s Centre. It’s important
that the Centre fully meets the needs
of the community and parents will be
involved in the Board which manages
the Centre.

"There’s a Government initiative to see
Children’s Centres open in the heart of
every community across the UK,"
explained Jenny.
"Ours will look out onto the Rec from
the playground at Ryders Green
Primary. It will bring together childcare including a 48 place day nursery, family

Health
assessments
on offer
Health assessments are now
available to local community
groups in the Greets Green area.
Ten local residents have completed
their training to become Health
Assessors and two sets of
equipment have been purchased
so that local groups can offer their
members health assessments.
An assessment involves finding out
how fit and healthy you are. Blood
pressure, body fat and general
fitness are all tested in an informal
way, and a 10 week physical
activity action plan is drawn up.
If you’re interested in offering
health assessments to your
group’s members, please contact
Helen Brock on 500 1645.

i
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Fun days and community events are
also being organised so that Jenny
can consult with the community about
plans for the Centre.
Jenny has a background in social work
and has been in the voluntary sector for
12 years. She originally worked for
children’s charity, NCH, before joining a
women’s development project in Africa.
She’s also run a schools exclusion
project in another NDC area and has

been Unit Manager at a Family Centre
in Small Heath in Birmingham.
Any parents who are keen to
get involved in the Children’s
Centre, should call Jenny at Ryders
Green Primary on 553 0658 or
07817 599471. Jenny is particularly
interested in hearing from parents
with community language skills.

i

HELP WITH CHILD SAFETY WEEK
Have you got some time to spare?
Step forward and get involved in
Child Safety Week!
The Week, which is organised nationally
by the Child Accident Prevention Trust
(CAPT), runs from 20-26th June. Greets
Green’s Child Home Safety Project
Development Worker, Flo Reynolds is
keen to make it an event to remember.
This year’s theme is ‘Not every accident
is a lucky escape’, focusing on the need
to be observant and aware of hazards
for 0-5 year olds. The aim of the Week is

to alert parents, children and young
people to the causes of childhood
accidents and how to stop them
happening.
"We’re planning a series of smaller
events during the Week, culminating
in a large, final event on the Saturday,"
Flo says. "If you have any ideas for
events or would like to get involved
in planning or organising, please give
me a call."
For more information, call Flo
Reynolds at OSCAR on 252 0556.

i
New service launched

A new Counselling, Psychotherapy & Hypnotherapy Service has been launched in
Greets Green to help with a range of issues such as phobias, stress, anxiety and lack
of concentration. The service, which is run by Tracy Reynolds (DHIP), is operating from
OSCAR on Lodge Road on a Monday.
To book an appointment, or to receive an information leaflet with more details
about what counselling, psychotherapy and hypnotherapy are, call Tracy on
07866 120859. If you leave a message, Tracy will come back to you.

i

PARTNERSHIP NEWS Housing

NEW HOMES REVITALISE AREA
With major regeneration plans well underway in Greets Green to improve the
quality of life for all, residents are beginning to move into the brand new
housing which is being developed in the area to meet local needs.

The Courtyard on Wood Lane, which
was completed in late 2004, is a
colourful development of 33 ultra
modern two bedroom lifestyle
apartments, designed for the over 55s.
The apartments offer high quality homes
with concierge facilities, CCTV and an
on-site leisure room.

Developed by Black Country
Housing Association,
The Courtyard received
support from Greets
Green Partnership,
who funded additional
door security and the
extension of the roadway,
Sandwell Council and the
Housing Corporation.
"There’s a demand for good
quality, low cost housing to
rent and buy in Greets Green
and these apartments are in an
excellent location," said Dyane Pike,
Development Manager for Black Country
Housing & Community Services Group
Ltd. "We hope our scheme, the first of
its kind in the area, will encourage other
construction and re-investment to help
revitalise the area."
The 16 apartments for rent have already
been snapped up, but apartments are
still available to buy on a shared

ownership basis (part buy, part rent). A
new show flat opened in February, so
why not call in and take a look around?
Anyone interested in purchasing a
shared ownership apartment should
contact Black Country Housing Group
on 561 1969.

i

came with fitted carpets, fridge/freezer,
cooker, dishwasher, washer/dryer and
even an en suite bathroom.
"It’s much better than where I was
before," she says. "The security is
superb. We have a pin number to
enter the building and a key fob to
release the main gate. I also have an
intercom in my apartment to open the
gate for visitors.

GETTING
SETTLED

"I used to live in Florence Road in West
Bromwich town and I heard that a
new complex was being planned," she
explains.

in lots of forms and did all the follow
up which they asked me to do. When
I saw the apartment on view on
The Courtyard’s open day, I was
really fascinated with the layout. In
November I got the call to say that
I’d been offered a two bedroom
apartment and I was really pleased."

"It sounded really nice and so I
applied. I had two interviews and filled

Asenath was able to choose the colour
of the carpets herself and the apartment

Asenath Murray was one of the first
residents to move in to The
Courtyard.

"Although it’s quiet here, we’re on
a main bus route. I’m very energetic so
it’s important that I can get out and
about easily. I’m involved in the
Seventh Day Adventist Church on
Dartmouth Street and am one of the
cooks at the Monday lunch club as
well as helping with the Pathfinder
Club for youngsters."
Originally from Jamaica, Asenath came
to West Bromwich in her early 20s.
"I’ve moved around the area a lot in the
past, but I’m settled now," she adds.
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS Jobs and Enterprise

Don’t just dream…
Many local residents, working and not working, have aspirations and desires but are not
certain how they can reach them. Now, with help and support from the brand new BECOME
project, dreams can turn into reality.
"This long term project is funded by Greets Green Partnership,"
explains Mick Grant, BECOME’s Programme Manager. "It’s
about understanding people's desires in terms of what their
strengths, motivations and interests are, and looking at how
these could lead them to a career of their choice.
"We will help residents create an appropriate, yet changeable
plan, so that these targets can be reached with support and
direction."
Whether you’re aged 16-65, working or not working, a team of
multi-linguistic qualified advisers will help both individuals and
whole families identify issues which may be stopping them
reaching their career goals. They will work with a range of
organisations to provide this quality service.
"This is not a short term approach but a long term solution,"
added Mick. "All residents can be supported by the BECOME
project to achieve their personal goals – no matter what their
circumstances or situation."
The BECOME project can even support you while you’re
working, helping you get free qualifications and training to
improve your prospects.
Advisers from the BECOME project are planning a series of
roadshows in the area to talk to residents to find out how they
can help them and their families improve their household
income. All residents, whether in work or not, are welcome to
use the resource centre at Steps to Work Centre on High
Street, West Bromwich at no cost.
There, advisers will help with career options, job search,
preparing a CV and preparing for job interviews. They will also
offer support with completing forms. Unsure about dropping
in? The team can come to you!
"This is a long term, flexible service with no strings attached,"
said Lindsey Osborne from Steps to Work. "We can build our

Mick Grant and Lindsey Osborne.

help and services around you as an individual or as a whole
family. You can make it happen.
"We want Greets Green residents to have the opportunity to
increase their standards of living and surroundings if they wish. Our
aim is to enable residents to be proud to live in Greets Green."
If your life is not BECOMING to you – then you should
BECOMING to us!

i

Call us on 532 4997 or drop in to see us at Steps to Work,
High Street, West Bromwich. No appointment necessary.

PARTNERSHIP NEWS

Community Empowerment

LATEST ELECTIO
If you’d like to improve your
local community, why not
stand for election to become
a Neighbourhood Rep?
Elections are being held in Hambletts North, Lodge Road,
West Bromwich Central and Oak House North, and all
residents in these areas will receive an information pack before
the end of April. Just fill out the nomination form in your pack
if you wish to stand for election. We’re keen to hear from
anyone who thinks they’ve got what it takes to become a
Neighbourhood Rep.

Left to right: Colin McKenzie, Annie Kauser, Helen Gibbs, Sukhi Johal
and Zafg Iqbal from Steps to Work.

16
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Please read your information pack carefully and check whether
you need to register to vote. If you’re not on the electoral
register, or are unsure whether you are, send back the voter
registration form included in your pack.

PARTNERSHIP NEWS Community Safety

Fighting crime in GREETS GREEN ACTION TAKEN
The first ever Crime Fighting Team specifically dedicated to cutting crime in
Greets Green, has now taken to the streets.
Funded by Greets Green
Partnership, with match
funding from West Midlands
Police, the team was launched
at the start of April and is
committed to tackling key
issues throughout the area.

Don’t put up with abandoned vehicles
in your street – contact the Greets
Green Neighbourhood Wardens who
will take action.
The Wardens team has been busy getting
abandoned vehicles removed from
throughout Greets Green recently, but
they rely on local people letting them
know where they’ve been dumped. The
longer a vehicle is left, the more likely it is
to be vandalised or set alight, causing a
real danger to residents.

Greets Green Crime Fighting
Team is led by Sergeant Rasul
and comprises 12 Police
Officers. Three additional
police vehicles, featuring
Greets Green Partnership’s
logo, have also been funded
so that the team can maintain
a high profile presence.

i

If a vehicle has been abandoned near
you, call the Wardens on 580 4481.

"The aim of this new team is to
create more visible policing
throughout Greets Green,"
explained Sergeant Rasul. "We plan to cut the number of recorded crimes in Greets Green
to below the Borough average and at the same time reduce the fear of crime by providing
positive visible policing. Plus, we’ll be tackling incidences of anti-social behaviour so that they
go below the Borough average and our target is to cut the number of vehicle thefts by half."
Previously, a Crime Fighting Team covered the whole of West Bromwich, but this new
team will specifically focus on Greets Green,
building strong partnership links with all members
You can contact the Crime
and businesses in the community.
Fighting Team on 626 9182.

i

NS NEWS
Don’t forget that 16 to 18 year olds can
vote in these elections, but will be too
young to appear on the electoral
register, so you’ll need to return your
voter registration form.

The wardens arranged for this abandoned
vehicle to be removed within 24 hours.

WOMEN ACHIEVERS
A number of local women have had their excellent work in the Greets Green
community recognised by Sandwell Council’s first
Women of Achievement Awards.
The Awards were launched to celebrate International Women’s
Day on 8th March and local resident, Laxmi Masi (right) won
the Working in the Community Award, while several other
outstanding women were shortlisted for Awards.

Neighbourhood Reps enable local
people’s views to be heard by
representing their local community at
all levels of Greets Green Partnership
decision making, including having a
seat on our Partnership Board. Together
with a Neighbourhood Support Worker,
they support their local Neighbourhood
Group which discusses local issues and
identifies solutions.

At an event hosted by Sandwell Partnership, Vera Barnes
received a certificate in recognition of her work in the
community, Victoria Breakwell was a finalist in the Business
Woman of the Year Award and the Yemeni Women’s Luncheon
Club was a finalist in the Overcoming Adversity Award.

For an informal chat about becoming
a Neighbourhood Rep, call Katherine
Hewitt on 533 3185.

Amongst other things, Laxmi guides the Steering Committee at the Mandir and
undertakes huge catering contracts to raise money for the Mandir re-building project.
She inspires everyone to get up and have a go.

i

Sunish Patel from the Krishna Community Forum put Laxmi’s name forward for the award.
In his nomination he said: "Laxmi means good fortune and that’s exactly what she is – a
fortune for Shree Krishna Mandir and the wider community. Masi means ‘aunty’. She is an
aunt to everyone young and a sister to elders. A true mother figure."
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greetnews
a round-up of Partnership and Community news

FUTURE
BUSINESS
MATTERS
Our designers of tomorrow have
been showing off their skills at
George Salter High School.
The students have been working
with The Public and Creative
Partnerships to design products
which could appeal to new pupils
starting secondary school.

If you have any news get in touch.
Call Barbryn on T: 01564 741847,
E: susan@barbryn.co.uk or the Greets
Green Partnership on T: 0800 953 0215,
E: brian_mckinstrie@sandwell.gov.uk

WANT TO STAR IN A FILM?
The location – Greets Green
The filmmakers – Christine Molloy and Joe Lawlor
from ‘Desperate Optimists’
The characters - YOU
This is your chance to work with professional film
makers, Christine Molloy and Joe Lawlor on a unique
short film in which the characters will be played by
Greets Green residents. The 35mm cinemascope film
will be shot on 29th May at the Town Hall, High
Street, West Bromwich. Community arts organisation,
The Public, is keen to hear from anyone living in
Greets Green who is interested – you don’t need any
experience or specialist knowledge to get involved.

i

To find out more, contact Kate Hadley at The Public
on 525 6861 or email katehadley@thepublic.com

IN THE SWIM
A new Water Babies swimming group
has been launched thanks to the
Community Learning Workers and
Early Years Partnership.

The students had no shortage of
enterprising ideas for items which
would be both useful and attractive.
And with help from the professionals,
they were able to develop some of
their ideas into proper products.
Pupils from three local primary
schools – Newtown, Cronehills and
Ryders Green – came to view the
products at a special promotional
market in February and gave a
thumbs up to a bright purple
carrying case.
The event was great fun and was
hugely enjoyed by all. All those who
took part have had a taste of the
business world and many are now
thinking seriously about future
careers in business and marketing.

i
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George Salter High School can be
contacted on 553 4665.
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When Community Learning Worker,
Maxine Stephenson, visited the Early
Steps crèche at Ryders Green Primary to
find out the types of activities parents
would like to do with their children, many
mentioned swimming.
Sam Berry, who runs the crèche,
contacted Harvills Hawthorn Primary

School in West Bromwich and arranged to
use their swimming pool.
"We had our first session in February and
have been going every fortnight since,"
said Maxine. "A mini bus picks everyone
up from Ryders Green at 9.30am on a
Friday and drops them back afterwards."
All residents with children under
five are welcome. One child
per adult is advised. For
more information, call Maxine
on 07969 918253.

i

HELP ORGANISE EVENTS
Greets Green Events Steering Group is calling for new members to
help organise fun-packed community events in the future.
The Group of local volunteers has already staged a successful Summer
Fun Day, Community Bonfire and Winter Community Festival and has
plenty more plans in the pipeline for this year’s events.
If you’re interested in

i getting involved, contact

Sam Watts on 553 5963 or
07919 110079.

100 PER CENTERS
On 8th February a Civic Reception was held at the Council Chamber at Oldbury Council
House to honour George Salter High School’s Year 11 students with exemplary attendance.
Success at school is closely connected with attendance and punctuality - the more time in
school, the more a pupil can learn and the better they will do in later life.
The students were congratulated by the Mayor of Sandwell, Councillor Linda Turton, and
received a gift voucher and certificate from Paul Cox, Head of Education Inclusion.
Afterwards, they
were treated to
a buffet lunch
and got the
chance to chat to
all the VIPs who
had turned out
to congratulate
them.
George Salter
High School
can be contacted
on 553 4665.

i

Home Safety
Group launched
Have you benefited from the
Child Home Safety Project which
provides free safety equipment
such as fire guards and stair
gates? If so, the project organisers
would like to
hear from you!
A user group is being set up to plan
the future direction of the
project and decide which issues
need to be addressed. If you’re
interested in joining the group,
call Flo Reynolds on 252 0556.

i

Business
rooms for hire
New premises are available for hire at the
‘New Enterprise Offices’ in Carters Green,
393a High Street, West Bromwich.
There are two rooms available - one can
accommodate 40 people and the other can
hold 4-5 people. Hire of the rooms
also includes refreshments. Prices
start from just £10 - £40.

i

Call Robert Stokes on
525 7211 to find out more.

WOMEN ENOY THEIR DAY
Women far and wide flocked to SWAN for this year’s International
Women’s Day.
"Beacon Radio gave us plugs every hour and so women were hearing what was
going on at the Centre and coming along," says Elaine Knowles from SWAN.
With nail art, facials and makeovers, health checks, line dancing, a sari
demonstration, cake decorating and hand-made jewellery for sale, there really
was something for everyone. And youngsters enjoyed punch and judy and
balloon modelling, plus an all day crèche.
"It really was fantastic," added Elaine. "As soon as one thing
finished, another started."

i

Call Elaine Knowles at SWAN on 553 7074 for more details.

COMMUNITY
SETS THE
AGENDA
Local people have been
helping Greets Green
Partnership identify priorities
for the forthcoming year.
The Business Plan, which has
been drawn up by the Partnership’s
theme leaders, sets the agenda
for 2005/06. But to ensure that it
reflects the views of local people,
the theme leaders visited various
community groups in February to
gain their comments and
suggestions.
"Our original priorities in each
theme area were drawn up
following major consultation with
residents," explained Community
Empowerment Theme Leader,
Katherine Hewitt. "And so we went
back to the community to discuss
these priorities in more detail.
We asked local people what
they would like us to do
specifically during the next 12
months in each of the priority
areas identified."
Community workshops were
held with the Yemeni Women’s
Luncheon Club, Swan Village
and Carters Green Goldies and
with Neighbourhood Groups and
Community Reps. A range of
good ideas were gained including
suggestions for the new Children’s
Centre and a local recycling
scheme.
All the feedback has been used to
help the Partnership formulate its
Business Plan for 2005/06.
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SCHOOL
DAYS
Katie’s back in
the classroom

what’s
up?
The Youth Forum
sessional workers are
regularly out and about
in the community on:
Tuesdays
5.30-7.30pm Claypit Lane,
Wattle Road and Young Street
6.15-8.15pm Marlhole Park and
The Delta
Thursdays
6.15-8.15pm Claypit Lane,
Wattle Road, Young Street,
Marlhole Park and The Delta
Members of the community have asked
the team to come to these areas. If you
feel there are other areas in Greets Green
where the team could make a difference,
call Smita Patel on 07976 962462.

Wood Lane
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The Greets Green Youth
Forum is funded by
Greets Green Partnership
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Back to
school
for
KATIE

When Katie Flint wanted to gain
some experience for a future
career in educational psychology,
she approached the Greets Green
Youth Forum who put her in touch
with the Learning Support Centre
at George Salter High School. She’s
not looked back since and is loving
her time at the Centre.
Yvonne Rathbone, Behaviour Strategy
Manager, set the Centre up three
years ago for students who are at risk
of permanent exclusion or have
emotional or behavioural problems.
"We work in small groups and on a
one to one basis with students to
reintegrate them into mainstream
education," she explains. "Each
individual’s needs are assessed and a
programme created for them."
Having graduated from Hull University
with a degree in psychology last
summer, 22 year old Katie was looking
for work experience before doing a
post-grad course. She says: "I started
doing voluntary work at the Centre
four mornings a week last autumn and
was taken on part-time after
Christmas.
"I’ve been supervising visits, doing one
to one anger management sessions
and literacy support work, and getting
involved in just about everything.
Every day’s different.
"They’re a great bunch of young
people to work with and I’m really
enjoying it. Before pursuing a career,
it’s good to have the opportunity to
find out what the job is like.
"I’m also developing my skills by
completing the Introduction to Youth
Work course with the Youth Forum’s
sessional workers."
Yvonne is delighted with Katie’s
support. She says: "She has a good
relationship with the students and it’s
fantastic having her here."

MEET
MINAH!
Seventeen year old Minah Hoque has
been elected as the new Greets Green
Youth Forum Chair. We put him under
the spotlight to find out more …
I’ve been a member of Greets Green
Youth Forum for the last two to
three years. This year I felt I
was capable of taking more of a
lead role, so I put my name forward to be Chair.
I joined the Forum in the first place because I wanted
to see things being done for the young people of Greets
Green and I was convinced that the Forum had the power
to make that happen. I get a real buzz when I can see
the excitement on the young people’s faces as they are
taking part in the activities we provide for them such
as the Sk8 Park or the Youth Buzz.
This is the real perk of the job – I feel like I have
helped to bring happiness to so many young people.
As for my future with the Forum, I’ve just taken
my place on the Greets Green Partnership Board,
so I now attend their monthly meetings and feed
all Forum information to the Board and vice versa.
I’m looking to get involved in the American
football project we’re setting up where we’ll
be starting a youth American football team and
looking at issues around drugs awareness.
Most importantly though, I’m looking forward
to developing my role as Forum Chair. The
responsibility is still fairly new to me and I
know I have a long way to go to make this Forum
"mine", but I look forward to the challenge.

GET YOUR SKATES ON
More than 70 young people ar e regularly coming to
the Street Stars free Sk8 Park at George Salter
High School every Saturday– don’t be left out!
The Sk8 Park has just been funded for another 12
months so make the most of it. "The first year has
been a huge success," says Youth Forum Manager,
Paul Arrowsmith. "Young people love it because
they can call in after Satur day School and listen to
the DJs. And the community thinks it’s great
because it gives young people something to do."
The Sk8 Park is open every Satur day from 1-5pm.
Equipment is provided.
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GREAT WORK RECOGNISED
The Youth Forum has
enjoyed so many
successes over the past
12 months that it has
now won a National
NDC Achievement
Award for its excellent
work and been invited
to an International
Youth Conference.
It came second in the
Neighbourhood Renewal Unit’s
national competition and Terry
Cotton from the Government
Office West Midlands made a
special visit to Greets Green to
present the Award.
Karmjit Panesar from the Youth Forum said: “This Award is
important because we feel that we’ve done a lot for youth in
Greets Green and it shows that we’re now getting noticed.”
Amy Bahat added: “It’s good that our achievements have been
recognised nationally. We’re really pleased.”

Plus, when International Youth Conference organisers in
Australia were surfing the net to find out about youth projects
around the globe, they came across Greets Green Youth
Forum’s eye-catching website. They were so impressed with
what they saw, that they invited us to get involved in their
Conference.

“It will mean a lot of hard work but we are looking forward
to representing Greets Green on a world stage,” said Paul
Arrowsmith, Youth Forum Manager.

ING!

GET SURF

Three members of the Youth Forum will give six presentations
about youth work at the Conference in April and meet young
people from around the globe.

Check out the Youth Forum
website at www.ggyf.co.uk
You’ll find great pics from our recent trips and
activities, details about the Youth Forum team, news of
what’s going on, plus lots of useful links.
Our site is so good that people on the other side of the world are
talking about it! Conference organisers in Australia saw how much we do
and invited us to come over.
22
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YOUR YOUTH
FORUM TEAM
The Youth Forum now has reps for all the
different groups and communities in Greets
Green. Here’s the team so far and there’s
still some places left.

i

If you’re interested in becoming a rep,
call Jay on 07974 921432.

Oak House
Carters Green
Greets Green
The Hambletts

Janelle Parchment
Satwant Burjy
Kam Panesar
Minah Hoque (Chair)
and Ashley Winsper
Sikh
Amy Bahat (Vice Chair)
Greets Green Youth Clubs
James Bowen
Yemeni
Abda Obeed
Junior Youth (7-12)
Gurdeep Bahat
Young Volunteers
Sandeep Bahat

Out & about
Last issue we introduced three of the Youth Forum’s new sessional
workers – Andy, Smita and Sammy. We recently caught up with the
other three on the team – Holly Chaddock, Amanda Turner and
Jasmin Begum to see what they’ve been doing during their first few
months in post.
All six sessional workers, plus eight other Youth Forum members, are
about to complete an Introduction to Youth Work course at Dudley
College. The 40 hour course was run by the Youth Service and included
a teambuilding weekend away in March.

in
m
s
a
J
Likes:
Asian/Hindi films,
Asian songs, singing
and dancing, roller
coasters and thrill rides

Fav Food: Pizza, ice cream
and Indian curries
Fav Music: Indian songs, blues music and Britney

What’s so great about youth
work? I enjoy working with children and young
people and understand the difficulties that
young people experience and like to
support and help them

It has given the young people a national qualification so that they can go onto
a foundation course in youth work.
Apart from studying, the team has been out in the community, chatting to young
people to find out what the local issues are. Many young people are now coming
up to members of the team to say that there are issues in certain areas and the workers
are going out to see what can be done.
Some young people said that there’s nowhere to ride mini motorbikes so the
sessional workers are now hoping to find a proper facility.
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If you have an issue in
your area, don’t
forget to tell one
of the sessional
workers.

da
n
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m
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Likes: Music,
shopping, camper
vans, films, Christmas,
cats, shoes and
chocolate
Fav Food:

Likes: Pink,

Salt & vinegar pringles

socialising and
singing

Fav Music: Indie / rock – The Strokes, Kings of
Leon, Stereophonics, Snow Patrol

What’s so great about
youth work? I wish I had known

Dislikes:
Eggs, arrogance, smelly
things and politicians

of a Youth Forum when I was
young and awkward

Fav Clothes: Stiletto shoes
What’s so great about
youth work? It’s a new challenge
and I want to help people achieve the
best out of life

STREET GAMES
TAKE OFF
Get on down to the free
street games which have
kicked off at George Salter
High School!
Football on the floodlit
astro turf pitch takes place
on Fridays from 6-8pm and
basketball is held in the
gym on Tuesdays from
7-8.30pm. Call the
Neighbourhood Support Team
on 553 5963 to find out more.

ART
ATTACK!
Have you checked out the
Youth Forum offices at
George Salter High School?
Graffiti artist, Matt Graf from
Warp Sports has transformed
them with his colourful graffiti
art. If you want to learn how
to create graffiti art, watch
out for details of the Youth
Forum’s forthcoming project.
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